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ram through Governance Act 
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Auditor General 
Highlights 
housing crisis 

“In her latest report, Auditor General Sheila Fraser 
agreed with what First Nations have been saying for 
years -- the federal government has not been doing a 
very good job with its financial duties and obligations,” 
said Assembly of First Nations Acting National Chief 
Charles Fox. “In fact, this government's continued 
legacy of neglect is directly responsible for our present 
Third World living conditions.” 

“Our housing and health needs have been poorly 
serviced by the federal government," said acting 
National Chief Fox. “In fact, sometimes as little as 20 
per cent of the core funding for programs ends up at the 
First Nations level. The rest is eaten up by bureaucrat¬ 
ic waste, red tape, and servicing federal departmental 
debt.” 

“The Auditor General has pointed out that our hous¬ 
ing crisis will only worsen in the years to come unless 
immediate action is taken to streamline program struc¬ 
ture and delivery,” said acting National Chief Fox. 
“Our health will only worsen in the years to come 
because so many homes contain mold and are over¬ 
crowded, resulting in breeding grounds for contagious 
diseases. The health of our growing population is being 
put at risk on a daily basis.” 

“In the AFN pre-budget submission last year to the 
House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance, 
our number one concern and largest request was $2.3 
billion to immediately address the housing crisis. The 
2003 federal budget completely ignored that request. In 
fact, our pre-budget requests on housing have been 
ignored since 1999.” 

First Nations communities across Canada are facing 
a critical shortage of housing for their young and grow¬ 
ing populations, even though federal agencies have 
spent $3.8-billion to build or renovate reserve homes 
since 1993, the Auditor-General warned. 

In her spring report to Parliament, Fraser blamed 
both the federal government and Aboriginal leaders for 
the crisis, saying both sides must agree on their respon¬ 
sibilities and get to work quickly. 

"Many First Nations are facing a housing crisis. 
Unless action is taken quickly, the already unaccept¬ 
able housing conditions are only going to get worse, 
with population growth on reserves that is twice the 
Canadian average," Ms. Fraser said. Aboriginal com¬ 
munities are struggling with a shortage of 8,500 hous¬ 
ing units. Worse, almost half the 89,000 reserve homes 
that existed in 2001 need significant upgrades and 
repairs, auditors found. 


Ms. Fraser forecast that 4,500 
new Native family households 
will be formed every year for 
the next 10 years, but she added 
that current federal funding will 
pay for only 2,600 new homes 
and renovations/repairs to 
3,300 homes per year. "The cur¬ 
rent level of investment by all 
parties is insufficient for many 
First Nations to sustain 
improvements and keep pace 
with the demand over the long 
term," Ms. Fraser said. 

Substandard construction, 
poor building-inspection con¬ 
trols and the resulting toxic 
moulds that have emerged over 
the years in many badly built, 
poorly ventilated Native homes 
have only exacerbated the hous¬ 
ing crunch, she added. Ms. 

Fraser said one of the biggest 
problems is that Parliament has 
an incomplete picture of reserve 
housing and MPs do not know 
what is being achieved with 
taxpayers' money. 

Federal government agencies 
have neither set clear objectives 
in their efforts to help alleviate 
the crisis nor a time frame in 
which to achieve them, she 

The Auditor-General noted 
Native communities and Indian 
and Northern Affairs officials 
both say they cannot fully 
implement housing plans 
because of insufficient 
resources. However, she ques¬ 
tioned those assertions, saying neither side is 
accountable enough about how money allocated 
improve housing is really spent. 

“Present and past AFN leadership have been saying 
over the years that First Nations must have direct con¬ 
trol over the development 
and delivery of services 
such as health and hous¬ 
ing,” noted acting National 
Chief Fox. “This is the 
only way we will be able 
to overcome our Third 
World conditions. We are 
tired of being treated as 
wards of the state. We are 
tired of being insulted by 



an inefficient and ineffective government that continu- 
in 8 ally loses track of billions of dollars." 

.Our people have suffered too long at the hands of 

ovemment incompetence. We need to take control of 
ur future, for the sake of our children." 


Native AddicrioNS Serves 

Services Provided: One to One Counselling 
• Women's Group • Women's Sharing Circle 
• 12 Step Meetings • Men's Group • Men's Sharing Circle 
Spousal Abuse • Youth & Family Counselling 
P • Traditional Pathways • Relapse Prevention • Films 
U& ■ Mixed Group • Addictions and HIV/AIDS ■ Fetal Alcohol 
t Syndrome • Gambling Education and Awareness Program 

1231 - 34 AVENUE., N.E., CALGARY, ALBERTA T2E 6N4 
TEL: (403) 261-7921 FAX: (403) 261-7945 


f Oreut Place Grea* Price! 

j Comfort Inn & Suites - is proud to feature 

J •Central downtown location 

Honed guest rooms 

! • Luxurious iacuzzi suites . 

I *Pool, Sauna, and Hot Tub 

i For Corporate convenience 




Are You a Firearm Owner? 

Protecting your rights and your children and grandchildren's 
rights is not as simple as it once was. The National Firearms 
Association is here, to help! 

• DO you know what the rights of the Executor of your estate have 
when it comes to your firearms? The National Firearms 
Association's Primer on Inheritance will help you! 

• DO you know that the National Firearms Association has studied 
the Firearms Act and knows that legislation better than the federal 
government? We help fight, and win more court cases protecting 
your rights than all other firearms groups in Canada — combined! We 
can (and will) help when you need it! 

• Do you have interests in hunting? Target (booting? Reloading? 
Firearm collecting? Learn even more with your Membership in the 
NFA. 

• DO you want to help preserve firearm ownership and use for future 
generations? This is where you, and the National Firearms 
Association can work together! 

Would this kind of information help you? National Firearms 
Association members get information like this, and more in each issue 

of The Canadian Firearms Journal, our Member Magazine. 


National Firearms Association Membership Application 


J Regular ($30) J Senior ($25) LI Family ($45) 

j Business ($50) J Life ($750) $- X/V 

□ NFA Liability Insurance' (6.00 per person) 

Five Million Dollars Coverage $_ 

□ Cheque / Money Order enclosed 

□ Visa / Mastercard__Expiry:- 

Total: f _ 

Mall or fax this form to; NFA, Box 52183, Edmonton, AB TBG 2T5 (780) 439-4091 
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Second generation lawsuits 
permitted says court 


iurt judge who earlier 
out, citing that it was 
ious” that government 
pay for people who 
alleged 


by John Copley 

Ontario’s highest court has ruled that children of by a lower c 
residential school survivors can go ahead with law- threw the cas 
suits against the Canadian government for damages “plain and ob 
that occurred as a result of the abusive situations their didn't have t 
parents, most of them young children at the time, weren’t even 
endured after being removed from their families and abuse occurred. The 56 original plain- 
forced into the now extinct school system. The tiffs were suing on behalf of abuses 
schools, created by government and administered by suffered while they and/or their par- 
various Christian groups, including the Anglican, ents attended one of two residential 
Roman Catholic, Presbyterian and United Churches, schools that operated near the commu- 
operated for more than 100 years as part of a mis- nity of Spanish, Ontario from 1934 to 
guided plan to integrate Native Canadian children into 1960. Among their allegations were 
mainstream society, a plan of action that the court complaints of physical abuse, forcible 
apparently secs now as one that was both ill-con- and illegal confinement, sexual abuse, 
ceived and poorly managed. emotional and mental abuse, forced 

In their ruling, three judges with the Ontario Court labour, negligence and breaching fidu- 
of Appeal, Justice Jean-Marc Labrosse, Madam ciary responsibility. The Bonaparte 
Justice Louise Charron and Madam Justice Eileen Decision, which is expected to see 
Gillcse, determined that the argument presented by thousands more law suits join the 
the Crown to prevent second generation law suits con- thousands already before the courts, 
tradicted Canadian law. includes the 189 secondary plaintiffs 

In the ruling, known as the Bonaparte Decision, affected by the Appeals Court deci- 
Judge Labrosse, said the "Crown submits that the law sion. 

has always distinguished between an unbom child and Joseph Griffiths, a lawyer for the 
a child after birth. It is the Crown's position that the plaintiffs, told media that this latest 

secondary plaintiffs are asking the court to ignore this decision, though he expects it to be 

distinction and to take a further step in recognizing a appealed, “sets an important prece- 

duty of care owed to future generations of children not dent,” and one that will make it easier 

yet conceived." for the several thousand litieants Darti 

The Ontario Court of Appeals overruled a decision 



FAX (780) 469-1290 • PH. (780) 468-1490 

5909-83 Slreel, Edmonton, Alberta 


national class-action suit. Griffiths, who along with 
counterpart Russell Kronick, QC, represented the 56 
original and 189 secondary plaintiffs, told media that 
their case was based on the fact that “the children of 
the residential school students suffered their own type 
of harm.” 

Griffiths said that “in order to have a cause of 
action, you normally have to suffer harm firsthand. 
The Court of Appeal has recognized that the injuries 
suffered here are historical. I think this is novel in its 
entirety. We were unable to find any cited cases in 
which a policy has this sort of effect on future gener- 

And that’s why government it is likely to appeal the 
Appeal Court’s decision. Unlike many decisions that 
arc made by the Supreme Court and never followed 
through or recognized by government, this decision 
will prove harder to manipulate because of the thou¬ 
sands of cases already before the courts in various 


provinces including Alberta, B.C., Saskatchewan, 
Ontario, Quebec and the Maritimes. 

The Toronto-based law firm, Thomson/Rogers, is 
coordinating a bevy of lawyers representing more 
than about 4,000 Aboriginal claimants that have 
already filed a class action suit against the federal 
government, alleging responsibility for the physical, 
mental, emotional and cultural abuse suffered by 
school survivors and their families. 

“This decision,” assured Thomson/Rogers lawyer, 
Darcy Merkur. “will help the ($12 billion) National 
Class Action (now) being advanced by a group of law 

The 3-0 ruling by the Ontario Court of Appeal was 
a severe set-back for government lawyers who argued 
that the law doesn’t recognize the right of children not 
bom when injustices occurred, to sue for damages. If 
the decision is not appealed or the appeal is lost, a new 
or revised law will be added to Canada’s judicial sys- 

All three Appeals Court justices ignored govem- 
wamings that predicted that an onslaught of 
would emerge from the children (and grandchil¬ 
dren) of the nearly 17,000 Aboriginal children who 
attended the residential schools before they finally 
closed for good in the mid 1970s. 
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Metis await 
supreme court 
decision 

by John Copley 

Canada’s Metis people have been fighting for recog¬ 
nition of their Aboriginal rights for well over a centu¬ 
ry, despite the fact that they were affirmed in the 
Constitution more than two decades ago. But the 
Metis National Council (MNC), the national organi¬ 
zation that represents the country’s estimated 300,000 
Metis citizens, says that struggle could soon come to 
an end - providing the Supreme Court of Canada does 
the right thing and goes along with recent arguments 
made on behalf of Canada’s Metis during two historic 
hearings in Ottawa. The two court cases in question, 
Regina vs Powley and Regina vs Blais, took place on 
March 17 and 18, respectively. Though each case 
addressed a different issue and dealt with different 
people, a court decision in favour of the applicants 
could see substantial benefits for all of Canada’s 

MNC Interim President Audrey Poitras said the 
arguments offered by the trio of Metis lawyers who 
handled the cases were brilliantly articulated and thor¬ 
oughly presented. She praised their efforts and put 
their participation into perspective. 

“It gives us great pride within the Metis Nation to 
have a team of Metis lawyers leading these cases,” she 
said. “This is part of who we are as Metis people; 
we’ve always depended on our own.” 

After the final case had been heard, Poitras, who is 
also the elected president of the Metis Nation of 
Alberta Association, offered a prediction. 

“Following these historic proceedings,” she com¬ 
mented to media, “it is my belief that the case put for¬ 
ward by our Metis lawyers is a strong one and the 
Supreme Court will make a decision that respects our 
Aboriginal rights.” 

The first case to be heard involved 54 year old, 
Steve Powley, and his son Roddy, who were arrested 
in southern Ontario in 1993 for hunting moose with¬ 
out having obtained a license to do so. This case will, 
in part, help to determine whether or not Sault Ste. 
Marie’s Metis community is authorized to hunt via the 
terms designated under Canada’s Aboriginal hunting 
rights principles. The case is also expected to help 
establish a precedence that other Metis communities 
will have to meet if they also wish to establish the 
right to hunt without having to obtain a permit. 

The second case involves 53 year old Ernest Blais, 
a Manitoba Metis who was arrested in 1994 for hunt¬ 
ing without a permit. Blais, who continues to hunt 
when his family is in need of food, says he and other 
Manitoba Metis are willing to continue their acts of 
civil disobedience. His case will help to determine 
whether or not the Metis in Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
and Alberta were considered as Indians when the 
Natural Resources Transfer Act was initiated in 1930. 
If the Supreme Court decides in their favour. Metis 
across the Prairie Provinces would be subject to the 
same rules as the First Nation people who also reside 
in the Prairies. 

Just days before the two cases were heard by the 
Supreme Court, marking the first time in history that 
Canada's highest court has heard important and possi¬ 
bly precedent-setting cases involving Metis rights, 
Tony Belcourt, one of the country’s most noted Metis 
politicians and spokespersons, told media that the 


years ago. 

“Our Nation is older than this country," Belcourt 
reminded media. “We are recognized in C 
Constitution along with our treaty and 
Aboriginal rights, yet at the same tint 
our most basic right to hunt and fish 
for food is denied." 

Belcourt and other promi 
Native leaders have wondered out 
loud recently why th< 
should be on them to 
spend the hefty legal 
fees that accompany the 
lawsuits launched to 
challenge government for 
rights the Metis have 
already established. 

MNC Vice President Clem 
Chattier, also a member of 
the organization’s legal 

a last resort but one t 
could not be avoided. 

“This is not what 
wanted to do,” he 
media, “(but) it's been more 
than 20 years since the 
Metis’ Aboriginal rights 
were affirmed in the 
Constitution and still gov¬ 
ernments refuse to sit down 
with us and negotiate the nature of those rights." 

Chartier says if the Metis hadn't stood up and pro¬ 
tected themselves by pursuing a legal decision, there 
would be no one to stand up for Canada's 
Constitution. 

Poitras agreed. She told media that the court action 
was “a significant step in our ongoing work to 
advance Metis rights and to continue to strengthen the 
Metis Nation. To have these cases heard by the high¬ 
est court in the land represents another chapter in our 
history; another story about how our people stood up 
to tlte governments of Canada and said, ‘this is who 
we are and these are our rights.”’ 

Government lawyers have chosen to defend their 
clients' lack of action and commitment by using the 
usual ‘let's frighten the public and get them on our 
side’ defense and argued that if one or both of the 
cases should be legitimized, it would create enormous 
benefits for the Metis, but could create even bigger 
losses for industries that are not traditionally operated 
by Aboriginals. 

Lawyer Tim Danson, addressing the court on behalf 
of the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters, said 
that expanded rights for Metis will “have a very neg¬ 
ative impact on sustaining wildlife populations.” Then 
he got to the crux of his argument by stating that bil¬ 
lions of dollars in tourism and other economic indus¬ 
tries would put the country in jeopardy. He also 


:s the Metis warned about the disintegration of social harmony 
ore than 114 between races in Canada. 

A lawyer for the province of Ontario, Lori Sterling, 
who was also backed by the Attorney Generals of 
other provinces, tried comparing 
anada to other nations when she 
told the Supreme Court that "no 
other country in the entire world 
provides constitutional rights 
for persons of mixed ancestry.” 
She said that the word 
“Aboriginal" means "from the 
beginning" - and stated that 
the Metis do not qualify as they 
came after the arrival of the 
European settlers. 

Sterling is obviously oblivious 
of the fact that Metis rights are 
already entrenched in the Constitution 
prevailing argument deals 

poor record when it comes to dealing 
with Metis issues. She also appears 
unaware that when those uninvited set¬ 
tlers first made their way to Canada 
some four hundred years ago, they had 
an immediate and irrefutable part in 
helping to create Canada's first Metis 
citizens - and those relationships did not 
always come about through mutual agtcc- 

Neither Sterling nor any other govern¬ 
ment lawyer bothered to point out that 
also fails miserably when it comes to 
honest and open negotiations with First Nations citi¬ 
zens. They also failed to mention that despite numer¬ 
ous Supreme Court decisions involving Aboriginal 
rights and Aboriginal people in Canada over the past 
several decades, the government sits on its thumbs 
and fails to act on those decisions. 

Section 35 of the Canadian Constitution states that 
the "existing Aboriginal and treaty rights of the 
Aboriginal peoples of Canada are hereby recognized 
and affirmed. In this Act, 'Aboriginal peoples of 
Canada' includes the Indian, lnuit and Metis peoples 
of Canada. 1 ' 

End of argument. The question is, can the Supreme 
Court understand plain English. It seems that the fed¬ 
eral, and many provincial governments, can not. 
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to all First Nations 
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ABORIGINAL 
VETERANS 
IMPORTANT 
NOTICE 

The Aboriginal Veterans Society of Alberta 

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

will take place 

May 3, 2003 
Norwood Legion 
1150-82 St., Edmonton, AB 

For more information contact 
Vic Letendre (780) 489-0214 or 
Chuck Knudson (780) 662-3459 
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News Briefs 


Tripartite Partnership 
Agreement signed 

The Saskatchewan Union of Nurses (SUN) and 
the Saskatchewan Association of Health 
Organizations (SAHO) recently signed the 41st 
partnership agreement with the province's 
Aboriginal Employment Development Program 
(AEDP). 

The tripartite agree¬ 
ment, between SUN, 

SAHO and the 
Government of 

Saskatchewan, is geared 


today," President of SUN, Rosalee Longmoore 
said. "We believe it is important to have a work¬ 
force that is representative of the Aboriginal popu¬ 
lation and we will work with our partners to attain 
this." 

"SAHO is committed to working in partnership 
with government and union members to achieve a 
representative workforce," SAHO Board Chair Alex 
Taylor said. "This partnership with SUN will assist 
in ensuring the successful integration of Aboriginal 
people into health sector professions and help us 
prepare our workforce for the future." 

Through the AEDP partnerships, employers have 
successfully hired more than 1,500 qualified 
Aboriginal people. 
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of two other Aboriginal men in Saskatoon. No charges 
were laid in any of those cases. 

The provincial government recently said there is 
evidence Stonechild had contact with Saskatoon 
police officers on the day he was last seen alive. A 
commission of inquiry was recently struck to look 
into the circumstances surrounding Stonechild's 
death. The inquiry will begin in September and the 
commission is currently accepting applications from 
people interested in participating in the proceedings. 

Saskatchewan bands 
launch suit against 
Ottawa 

Eight First Nations bands are suing the 
federal government on behalf of members 
of their bands who, as of April 1, saw the 
level of their post-secondary funding 
reduced. In a statement of claim filed ear¬ 
lier last month the chiefs from Day Star, 
Lucky Man, Ocean Man, Peepeekisis, 
Pheasant Rump Nakota, Star Blanket, 
White Bear, and Wood Mountain First 
Nations are seeking a court declaration 
stating the federal government can't uni¬ 
laterally and arbitrarily reduce the post¬ 
secondary funding provided to First 
Nations. 

Province and Haida 
partner on land use 
planning 

The B.C. government and the Haida 
Nation have signed a framework agree¬ 
ment to co-manage land use planning on 
Haida Gwaii/Queen Charlotte Islands. 

“We are bringing forward a planning 
process that finally engages the people of Haida 
Gwaii and respects our culture," said Council of the 
Haida Nation President Guujaaw. “Our goal is to cre¬ 
ate a balanced approach to land use that incorporates 
the values of the people who live here.” 

The agreement is to co-develop a land-use plan that 
is ecosystem-based, protects the environment, main¬ 
tains spiritual and cultural values, and fosters commu¬ 
nity well-being while it opens up economic opportu¬ 
nities to all people of Haida Gwaii/Queen Charlotte 
Islands. 

The provincial government has also designated the 
Duu Guusd area on Haida Gwaii/Queen Charlotte 
Islands under the Forest Act to protect it from logging 
during the planning process. The 150,000-hectare 
Duu Guusd area is of special significance to the Haida 
Nation, which declared it a Haida Tribal Park in 1981. 
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• Facilitating Personal Wellness 

• Cultural Resource Advisor 

• Medicine Wheel Facilitator 
■ Addictions Counsellor 

• Promoting Aboriginal & Cultural Awareness 

• Inner Child Workshops 

• Men's Wellness Groups 


P.O. Box 69123 

Kensington Postal Outlet 

Edmonton. AB T6V TG7 

Phone: 780-455-6022 

Fax: 780-455-6024 

E-mail: lyleswil]ier-fdc@shaw.ca 


rd the inclusion of 
Aboriginal people in the 
workplace. 

"Our goal as a govem- 

Aboriginal people have 
a bright future through 
education, employment 
and business," 

Aboriginal Affairs 
Minister Eldon 

Lautermilch said. 
"Partnerships such as 
this one being signed 
between SUN, SAHO 
and the Saskatchewan 
Government is 






shared 
Aboriginal people par¬ 
ticipate fully in the 
social and economic 
fabric of our province." 

The AEDP strives to build a workforce in 
Saskatchewan where Aboriginal people compete for 
jobs based on their skills and qualifications, and 
where they have representation at all occupational 
levels in proportion to their population numbers in 
the province. 

"The Saskatchewan Union of Nurses is honoured 
to be a partner in this agreement being signed 



Wishing everyone a very 
safe and happy Easier, 

A 

from 

Bigstone Counseling 

88Kf 

Services 

Tin 

Box 840 

Wabasca, AB TOG 2K0 

(780) 891-3777 


Stonechild inquiry set 
for the September 

A public inquiry into the death of an Aboriginal 
teenager in Saskatoon is set to begin this fall. Neil 
Stonechild was found frozen to death 12 years ago on 
the outskirts of the city. Saskatoon police originally 
ruled the death accidental. But, an RCMP task force 
reopened the case three years ago following the deaths 
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STARTERS - ALTERNATORS - BATTERIES 




HALFORD HIDE & 
LEATHER CO. LTD. 

"Ask for our FREE catalogue!" 
See us for all your traditional Powwow needs 
White Buckskin, Deer, and Elk Rawhide 
Jingles, Deer, Elk and Moose Leather, 

Hair Pipes, Tin Cones 8< Feathers 
WE HAVE A VERY GOOD SELECTION 
OF WOOD DRUM FRAMES 

MAIL ORDERS: 

PH: 1-800-353-7864 
FAX: 1-780-477-3489 
E-mail: order@halfordhide.com 

WE BUY ANTLERS. RAW HIDES & FURS. 
Orders Shipped C.O.D. or use Visa/Master Card 

8629-126 Ave. 2011-39 Ave. N.E. 

Edmonton, AB T5B 1G3 Calgary, AB T2E 6R7 

(780) 474-4989 • Fax (780) 477-3489 (403) 283-9197 
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NAAF celebrates 
its 10th 
Anniversary 

Fourteen of Canada's most powerful Aboriginal role 
models were honoured before a sold-out crowd, and a 
stellar group of talented artists performed at the 
National Aboriginal Achievement Awards celebrating 
its 10th anniversary last month at the National Arts 
Centre in Ottawa. Actor/singer Tom Jackson, who 
hosted the very first National Aboriginal Achievement 
Awards in 1994, returned to host the evening’s cele¬ 
brations. The night of honours featured performances 
by Canada's top Aboriginal artists, set against a pow¬ 
erful set designed by Mohawk conductor, executive 
producer and founder of the awards, John Kim Bell. 

Much sought after musician, songwriter, creative 
executive and producer Robbie Robertson not only 
received the 2003 Lifetime Achievement Award but 
also performed Making A Noise with Rita Coolidge, 
Jackie Bird and Sadie Buck. 

The line-up also included the spectacular opening 
Wildside, performed by singer/songwriter and percus¬ 
sionist Sarah Saint. Inuk singer Susan Aglukark, a 
past recipient, sang her song Crazy Water Dance. Up- 
and-coming sopranos Melody Mercredi and Mavis 
Callihoo performed The Flower Duet from the opera 
Lakme along with contemporary dancer Santee Smith. 

The evening also included the comedy of Don 
Bumstick as well as a special performance of Dead 
Dog Cafe featuring Edna Rain, Floyd Favel and Tom 
King, the 2003 award recipient for Arts and Culture. 
Also included was a retrospective of the first nine 
Awards galas, featuring a performance by Shania 
Twain and special congratulations from Peter 
Mansbridge, David Suzuki, and other eminent 
Canadians. 

In addition, 14 courageous men and women 
received their awards before a sold-out crowd. 
Interspersed between the sensational performances, 


passed since Bill Reid received the first lifetime 
achievement award on the stage of the National Arts 
Centre and since that time 126 individuals have been 
recognized for their contributions to the betterment of 
life in Aboriginal communities and the rest of the 
country.” 

The 2003 National Aboriginal Achievement Award 
recipients are a notable group: 

• Saskatchewan M6tis master fiddler, John Arcand; 

• Winnipeg physician and Chair of the United Way, 
Dr. Judith Bartlett; 

• Alberta oil and pipeline expert, Mel E. Benson; 

• University of Victoria legal scholar, John Borrows; 

• Regina based professional engineer and entrepre¬ 
neur, Gary Bosgoed; 

• Saskatoon engineering student, athlete, actor and 
community volunteer Matthew Dunn - this year’s 
youth recipient and aspiring astronaut; 

• Ontario based writer of four best-selling novels, the 
creative force behind Dead Dog Cafi and numerous 
television scripts, Thomas King; 

• Northerner Edward Lennie the creator of the 
Northern Games; 


• University of Lethbridge and Harvard lecturer, 
Leroy Little Bear; 

• B.C. environmentalist and fishery conservationist, 
Chief Simon Lucas; 

• B.C. Chief Sophie Pierre, the builder of the St. 
Eugene Mission resort; 

• Winnipeg based community worker and language 
protector, Mary Richard; 

• The lifetime achievement award recipient - rock 
legend Robbie Robertson; 

• Vancouver based physician and AIDS researcher 
and advocate. Dr. Jay Wortman. 

The awards are a special project of the National 
Aboriginal Achievement Foundation, a national char¬ 
ity established in 1985 by John Kim Bell. The 
Foundation provides financial assistance to 
Aboriginal students to realize their educational goals 
and dreams with a record $2 million in individual 
scholarships awarded to students this year and $14 
million since inception. The Foundation organizes 
two career fairs annually to introduce grades 9-12 stu¬ 
dents to potential careers. This year NAAF launched 
Taking Pulse a new program to generate greater par¬ 
ticipation of Aboriginal people into the Canadian 
workforce. 
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Spiritual 
perspectives on 
war and peace 


by Kenneth Cohen 


and President Bush is the source of most of the hot air. Seek Revenge? Bush admitted to a news broadcast- 
Bush’s motives for ordering “Operation Iraqi er that he wanted to get Hussein because Hussein had 
Freedom" are. to put it mildly, muddled. Disarm Iraq? tried to kill his father. When I heard this, I was 
Depose Hussein? Seek revenge for Hussein’s attempts shocked that there was not an immediate resolution 
on his father’s life? Let’s look at each. for impeachment. Let’s imagine that I am called for 

Disarm Iraq? United Nations weapons inspectors jury duty. The defense attorney asks me if I know the 
were in the process of disarming Iraq, and their con- defendant. I say, “Well, we never met, but I know that 
td presence would have assured that no weapons he tried to assassinate my father.” I would be dis- 


I am a Jewish American man who lives in 
cabin at 9,000 feet elevation in the Rocky Mour 
of Colorado. Though I am not Indian by blood, I am 
an Earth Person, trained by traditional ciders of sever¬ 
al indigenous nations. I would like to share with you 
my perspective on America’s wars on terrorism and 
Iraq. 

An elder said that the attack on the World Trade popular 
Center was an attack on Turtle Island. I agree. New 
York City is Lenape territory, and in spite of ' 


destruction 
could be developed or 
jog deployed. With inspec¬ 
ts tors in Iraq, the discov- 
am cry of weapons would 
!, er . have met with world¬ 
wide, multilateral, 
immediate response. 
Also. I find it odd that 
news media 
ignore the his- 
steel tory of Iraqi weapons: 


and concrete, the old spirits are still present, and the Throughout the Reagan 
land is still sacred. Mohawk steel workers helped to administration, the 
build the towers, and Native Americans were among United States shared 
the casualties on 9/11. One of my mentors, an Innu military intelligence 
elder, lost a relative in the attack. Citizens of many with lrat l and allowed 
nations lost their lives, and good hearted people weapons dealers to sell 
mourn them. Native American tribes contributed conventional weapons, 
prayers, time, equipment, and money in the relief From 1985-89, the U.S. 
efforts. Many EuroAmcricans remain unaware of the also sold Iraq variou 
response of patriotic Native Americans who have biological weapons 
always defended their country, no matter what gov- including anthrax, botu 
emment was in power. Native Americans have the li ‘”" c r, -’ ,i "~‘ l 

highest percentage of military enrollment of any eth¬ 
nic group in the United Stales. Ten percent of their 
population, 44,521 people, fought in the second world 
war, and even more served in Vietnam. They are fight¬ 
ing now in Iraq. 

I do not believe that this is a jus 
Native American moral imperath 

preemptive strike. The Peacemaker of the logical weapons- because w< 

Haudenosaunce (Iroquois Confederacy), told the peo- Depose Hussein? Don’t get 
pie to bury their weapons of war beneath the Great °T Saddam Hussein. He gases his 

Tree of Peace. An eagle perches on the top of the tree, destroys not only oil reserves but it _ r __ _ 

and if there is a threat to the land and life of the Gulf without second thought. Yet, considering the this will be and 


Coli, and 



missed immediately. I 
would be deemed inca¬ 
pable of making an 
impartial decision. 
Some analysts excuse 
Bush’s “cowboy poli¬ 
tics.” But he is no cow¬ 
boy. Hussein chal¬ 
lenged Bush to a debate 
that would be broadcast 
throughout the world. 
He even suggested 
American T.V. news 
anchor Dan Rather as 
the moderator. Bush 
refused. Instead, he 
sent the army. I say, let 
Bush fight his own bat¬ 
tle of revenge. Put him 
and Hussein in the 
desert, each with a 45, 
and let them draw! 

Of course, it’s too 
late for that, and I am 
ambivalent about the 
best exit strategy. We 
may need to win the 
war after all, since I 
cannot see American 
their tails between their legs. 

have died already. 


Capsulatam, which 
attacks the brain, lungs, 
and heart. In an editorial 
in News from Indian 

, and there is no Country, author and activist Winona LaDuke says that soldiers retreating 
precedent for a of course the U.S. knows that Iraq has or has had bio- Too many brave n 

ed the receipts! At this point, I am praying for a speedy end to the 
wrong. I am no fan tie, with minimum loss of life, and a democratic, ci 

people and passionate, and wise government for the Iraqi people, 
the I also pray that America realize what a grim victory 

— ---. --o the this will be and that we use the Iraqi war to spark 

Confederacy, the citizens have the right to defend long and violent history of the Middle East, 1 am not debate about colonialism and imperialism, 
themselves. There is no evidence that, today, such a certain that, after Hussein is gone, he will not “incar- On a global scale, I pray that the U.S. and other 
threat has been made. The United Slates is, rather, the na,c ” again. It seems to me that we are dealing with a countries commit themselves to lessening the need for 
aggressor. six-headed monster: Bush-Cheney-Hussein-Bin oil and increasing their reliance on renewable 

Washington is a far more “windy city” than Laden-Sharon-Arafat, all of whom have the same resources. It is ironic that a country that behaves like 


Chicago. The political w 


w this way and th 
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problem- an inability to face their own shadow side, an environmental terrorist is waging a__ 

They point their fingers at other people, not looking ism. In environmental policy, the U.S. has become a 
where the other three fingers are pointing. Humility is rogue nation. (In the latest assault, the United States 
not the strong point of this monster. I do not feel that Department of Defense has proposed the “Readiness 
violence was the way to oust Hussein. Call me naive, and Range Preservation Initiative” to exempt the mil- 
but I believe that the U.S. could have used its politi- itary from virtually all environmental protection laws, 
cal and economic muscle to foster an internal revolu- including the Clean Air Act, the Marine Mammal 


>n by the Iraqi people. 
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BOOK LAUNCH 


To honour his First Nation relatives Kenneth Cohen 
will be launching his nCw Random House book release 

Honouring the Medicine: The Essential Guide 
to Native American Healing with a lecture 
and signing at McNally Robinson Bookstore 
in Saskatoon on June 12 at 7:30 p.m. Cohen 


ill discuss the First Ni 


iccpt of 


"medicine," how discovering and honoring one’s gifts 
lends to a state of health and harmony. He will also 
explore the role of drumming, song, and prayer in 
awakening the spirit. Information will be presented 
from traditional and modem perspectives, encouraging 
respectful dialogue between indigenous and western 
science. Cohen will also share his political views — we 
can only preserve these traditions by protecting the 
sovereignty, way of life, and lands of original peoples. 
At the end of the talk, he will sign copies of his new 

For more Information contact McNally Robinson 
Bookstore 3130 - 8th Street, Saskatoon or 
-phone (308) 955,3599. 


k Native Cultural Arts Museum 


.. “Celebrating the Cultures'... 
One of the few locally based museums 
that displays and Interprets the 
cultural and artistic achievements of 
the native people of North America, as 
well as the Iris tory of Grouard and area 
Summer Hears: May 1 to September 30 
Drop in visitation 

Tuesday to Thursday 1000 am - 400 pm 
Saurday 1000 am-60Opm 
Arbniseion Is free, donations are welcome 
Group tours are welcome by appointment 
please call (780) 751 -3306 


Protection Act, the Superftmd Law, the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act, and parts of the 
Endangered Species Act. The exemption would allow 
solid waste and chemical dumping in groundwater 
and the burning of weapons in open air pits. It would 
also destroy wildlife habitat- all in the interest of 
national security. Hmm. Doesn’t the nation include 
more than two-leggeds? What about dolphin security? 
Bear security? Ant security?) 

The Iraqi War has made me think about the psy¬ 
chological and spiritual reasons for war in general: 

• Soul Loss. People today lack self-awareness, sensi¬ 
tivity to nature, sense of purpose, and love— the 
emotion that naturally results from a feeling of con¬ 
nection to life. 

Solution: Relax, breathe slowly, and don’t allow 
stress to coerce you into unwise decisions. Spend 
Continued on Page 10 
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Jordin Tootoo 
named top 
athlete 

Canadian junior hockey star Jordin Tootoo was 
recently awarded the National Tom Longboat male 
award for 2002.Tootoo, originally from Rankin Inlet, 
Nunavut is a member of the Western Hockey League's 
Brandon Wheat Kings. The 20 year old player was a 
popular member of the national junior team that cap¬ 
tured a silver medal in Halifax in January. He became 
the first Inuk to be drafted by a National Hockey 
League when the Nashville Predators selected him in 
the fourth round of the 2001 draft. 

Tootoo tied for the Wheat Kings' scoring lead dur¬ 
ing the regular season, with a total of 35 goals and 39 
assists."This is a very prestigious award as Tom 
Longboat represents the best in Aboriginal and athlet¬ 
ic excellence," said Manitok Thompson, Nunavut's 
Minister of Community Government and 
Transportation, in a statement. 

"We are all proud of Jordin. He provides an excel¬ 
lent example of perseverance and dedication. He is a 
role model for all Nunavummiut." 

The Tom Longboat Award is awarded by the 
Aboriginal Sports Circle. A total of 31 regional final¬ 
ists were submitted to the Aboriginal Sports Circle, 
winners were selected in the categories of most out¬ 
standing male and female athletes and most outstand¬ 
ing male and female coaches. 

The Aboriginal Sport Circle is Canada's national 
voice for Aboriginal sport, which brings together the 
interests of First Nations, Inuit and Metis peoples. 
Established in 1995, the Aboriginal Sport Circle was 
created in response to the need for more accessible 
and equitable sport and recreation opportunities for 
Aboriginal peoples. 

Tom Longboat was one of the most celebrated and 
accomplished athletes in Canadian history. A member 
of the Onondaga Nation who resided in Six Nations of 
the Grand River, Longboat was one of the most gift¬ 
ed Jong distance runners of his time. In just his third 
competitive race, he set the world record for the 
marathon, smashing the previous mark by over five 
and half minutes. In the years prior to the First World 
War, Tom Longboat won most of the major distance 
race in North America and Europe, including the 
Boston Marathon and the Powderhall Marathon in 
Edinburgh. Scotland. At a time when indoor marathon 
running attracted sell-out crowds, he was the world's 
professional champion. At one point or another, he 
held every Canadian record from one mile to the 



CuiOFWce of THe sour..® 

marathon. Throughout his life, Tom Longboat spoke 
proudly of his First Nations heritage and held his head 
high in times of great adversity. He was the headline 
attraction wherever he raced, drawing huge crowds 
and a widespread following. In 1999, Maclean’s 
Magazine voted him the #1 Canadian sports figure of 
the twentieth century. Established in 1951, the Tom 
Longboat Award serves as a proud national symbol for 
all Aboriginal peoples in Canada. 

Each year the Aboriginal Sport Circle recognizes 
the achievements of gifted Aboriginal athletes. The 
top male and female Aboriginal athletes from each 
province/territory are selected for the Tom Longboat 
Regional Awards. These 
regional recipients auto¬ 
matically advance as nomi¬ 
nees for the prestigious 
National Award that is pre¬ 


CHMSTOf’HtK.HAKfr. CMMBAUajooi. 

sented to the most outstanding male and female 
Aboriginal Athlete in Canada. 

Nominations are invited from all levels of sport. To 
be eligible, nominees must be of Aboriginal descent 
and have amateur status in the sport that they are nom¬ 
inated. They must be considered for athletic achieve¬ 
ments within the awards calendar year and they must 
submit a completed Nomination Form to the appro¬ 
priate Provincial/Territorial Aboriginal Sport Body on 
or before the annual deadline. 

For more information about the Tom Longboat 
Awards call 1 -866-938-1176 or visit the website 
www.aboriginalsportcircle.ca 


We extend best wishes to all First Nations 
for a healthy and peaceful Spring season, 
from the 
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Derek Miller 
wins Juno 
Award 

Musician Derek Miller was awarded the 2003 Juno 
award for best Aboriginal recording of the year for his 
song Lovesick Blues. Still in his early 20s, Derek is 
already an accomplished songwriter, singer, musician 
and performer, having dedicated himself to his music 
since he first picked up a guitar at age 14, Derek's 
debut CD, Music is the Medicine, is a stunning state¬ 
ment of deft musicianship and outstanding pog/rock 
cross-over sensibility, steeped in a searing cauldron of 
blues-based rock. 

Derek, bom and raised in the Six Nations Reserve in 
Ontario, is most comfortable in center spotlight, hay¬ 
ing been brought to the attention of veteran and well 
respected musicians such as Daniel Lanois, Robbie 
Robertson and Buffy Sainte Marie. Miller opened for 
Buffy on a concert tour in support of his debut EP 
Sketches, resulting in Best Male Artist at the 1999 
Aboriginal Music Awards. That same year, Derek co¬ 
produced the Fingermonkey CD for Keith Sccola and 
the Wild Band of Indians, which won a Native 
American Music Award in 2000 for Best Independent 
Album. 

Music is the Medicine is Derek's first full-length solo 
CD. The album was recorded in the fall of 2002 with 
Juno Award winning producer Brandon Friesen, and is 
released on the Grammy Award winning label, SOAR 
Records in the USA, and on Arbor Records in Canada. 

Miller was also honored with the 2003 Outstanding 
Musical Achievement Award, presented in Hollywood 
on Feb 8, 2003, by the First Americans In The Arts 
[FAITA], North America's most established and 
longest-standing Native American Awards event. 

Aside from his 2003 Juno award for Aboriginal ' 
Recording of the Year, Derek is the producer for anoth¬ 
er Juno-nominated title, Standing Strong, by 
Arbor/SOAR label-mate, Chester Knight. 

Miller's special performance at Celebrating 
American Music - a 2003 Grammy Fcst concert for 
Grammy delegates in New York at ABC's new Times * 
Square Studio, supports the activity around Derek's 
Medicine release stateside. Miller caught the attention 
of the Canadian music industry, at the 2003 Canadian 
Music Week’s Sennheiser Lounge industry hospitality 
suite, leaving a traditionally- critical industry crowd 
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stomping and screaming for 
more - and Derek, with a full 
endorsement from Sennheiser 
(Canada; Inc. 

Derek is ready to tour to sup¬ 
port the new CD, and is per¬ 
forming with a power trio that 
features Sean Kilbride on 
drums, and Kenny Hoover on 

The other nominees for the 
2003 Juno for best Aboriginal 
Recording of the Year were 
Vem Cheechoo and Lawrence 
Martin, The Right Combination, 
Cheechoo and Martin-, Leela 
Gilday, Spirit World, Solid 
Wood-, Chester Knight, 
Standing Strong and Randy 
Wood, Round Dance the Night 



Spiritual perspectives 

continued from page 8 


more time in nature. Seek your life purpose by lis¬ 
tening to the wisdom of elders and paying attention 
to visions and dreams. 


• Greed, especially for resources, money, and power. 
Solution: Cultivate simplicity and humility. 
Consume and waste less. Be an example of peace by 
finding peace within. Have the courage to face your 
own problems, your shadow side. As one of my eld¬ 
ers put it, “If you hold up a candle in a bright room, 
it doesn’t do very much. But light a candle in a dark 
room, and you can see! Use your spirit to see and 
understand the darkness." 

• Globalization. 

Solution: The old cliche is true: think globally but 
act locally. Be a peaceful warrior in the protection of 
cultural and biological diversity. Promote self-suffi¬ 
ciency, and get involved in community decisions. 

• Cultural Imperialism. In the modern world, the 
power of the church has been largely replaced by the 
power of the state. The West “missionizes” and 
inflicts its way of life and values on other cultures, a 
principle that First Nations people know all too well. 
Solution: Foster respectful dialogue between cul¬ 
tures and world-views. Realize that no one has a 
monopoly on truth. Uncover and question assump¬ 
tions and rigid beliefs about life. Develop a flexible 
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In 2001 I had a dream and a vision that I realize, in 
retrospect, predicted the 9/11 attacks and the continu¬ 
ing crisis. Early that summer I had a disturbing dream 
several nights in a row. There was a volcano in New 
York City. Thick clouds of black smoke were pouring 
from the volcano. I saw hundreds of people trapped in 
a subway underneath the volcano, unable to exit 
because explosions had destroyed the stairs to the 
street level. When I saw the horrid pictures of the col¬ 
lapsing towers and learned about the people who had 
been burned and crushed in the subway under the 
World Trade Center, I realized the accuracy of my 

In October of 2001, I took my sacred pipe into the 
mountains to pray for guidance and a message. I heard 
the voice of the Earth: “The wars will not cease until 
human beings leam the lesson of simplicity. Two- 
leggeds are removing the bones of their ancestors, the 
plant people whose ancient bodies are coal, oil, and gas 
(“fossil fuels” created when carbon in vegetation is 
compressed underground for millions of years). These 
bones are sacred. When you mine coal, oil, or gas, you 
rob the graves of your ancestors. 

"When you stand on the ground, you stand on your 
plant elders. They support you, and their energy is the 
source of feeling centered, rooted, and in touch with 
nature. As two leggeds pull up their own roots, they 
become incapable of making wise decisions, whether 
in the Middle East, the United States, or elsewhere. If 
they hoard resources or continue to disrespectfully 
excavate, bum, and consume my body, conflict will 
continue or get worse.” 

Kenneth "Bear Hawk” Cohen is a health educator 
and traditional healer who trained for more than thir¬ 
ty years with elders from North America, Africa, and 
China. His lectures have been sponsored by the 
American Cancer Society, the Canadian Ministry of 
Health, and numerous universities. 
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Contaminated water 
results in state of 
emergency at 
Cat Lake 
First Nation 

Residents of the Cat Lake First sent letters of appeal to both 
Nation, in northwestern Ontario, are Indian and Northern Affairs and 
living in a state of emergency due to Minister Robert Nault, who is 
contaminated drinking water that has also the local MR He has 
resulted in an outbreak of gastroen- received no reply, 
teritis. This past Friday, April 4, the 

“This is an extremely serious situa- Cat Lake First Nation declared a 
tion. Lives are at risk,” said state of emergency after the com- 
Assembly of First Nations Acting munity’s “flawed" water and 
National Chief Charles Fox (National sewer system suffered a com- 
Chief Matthew Coon Come is cur- plete shutdown. "Health Canada 
rently in Europe speaking about First has stated that the public health 
Nations’ Third World conditions), implications are extremely seri- 
“Unfortunately, this is nothing new ous,” said acting National Chief 
since any number of First Nations Fox. “With warmer weather later 
across this country are potential this week, the spring runoffs will 
Walkerton disasters (102 First spread the raw sewage through- 
Nations are currently under boil out the community and into the 
water advisories). lake. 

“What makes this situation new is “We need immediate action to 
that Health Canada closed its nursing correct this intolerable and inhu- 
station in Cat Lake last week and mane situation. If our govem- 
evacuated the medical staff after the ment won’t help, perhaps we 
building and surrounding residences should appeal for humanitarian 
were flooded with raw sewage,” aid from the United Nations.” 
noted acting National Chief Fox. 

“The community’s water__ 

and sewage treatment 
systems have had recur¬ 
ring malfunctions over 
theyears,” 



The s 


t Cat 


Lake First Nation has 
gone from bad to worse. 
Cak Lake’s water plant 
hgs been rated “high 
risk” by Indian and 
Northern Affairs since 
March, 2001. There has 
been a Health Canada 
boil water advisory for 
over two years. Since 
October, 2002, Cat Lake 
Chief Wilfred Wesley has 
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From tiie Chief, Council & staff 
May the Great Spirit guide our footsteps this 
Easter in the path of peace and wisdom. 



Easter Greetings - May the Spring season bring peace ai 
well-being to all Canada's First Nations, from 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

KAPAWE’NO FIRST NATION 

COMMUNITY HEALTH 
REPRESENTATIVE 

The Kapawe’no First Nation is accepting applications for a 
CHR to become involved with the information, instruction, an 
guidance of our members related to health practices and proper 
utilization of the health care system. 


work flexible hours 


Salary dependent upon qualifications and experience. 
CLOSING DATE: Until position is filled 

PLEASE SUBMIT RESUME TO: 

Candace Lewis, Health Director 
Kapawe’no First Nation 
Box 10, Grouard, AB TOG ICO 
Fax: (7801751-3864 
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Letter to the Editor 
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Focus on Education 


Educational software available 


by Eric Maclnnis, M.Ed. 



Fractions. Equations. Measurement, Geometry and 
Graphing). Each training session begins with a tuto¬ 
rial and is followed by practice to mastery with 
“Terms". “Operations" and then "Word Problems". 

Both Academy of Reading and Academy of Math 
are Canadian software and may be used with indi¬ 
viduals. small groups, or whole classes of students, 
with each student having an individualized program 
and progressing independently at his or her own rate. 

For more information about Academy of Reading 
and Academy of Math contact Edu-Skills Services 
Inc. at (403) 844-8490 or fax: (403) 844-8480 or 
write to 521 l-57th Street, Rocky Mountain House, 
AB. T4T 1L2 

E-mail inquiries can be sent to eric_cdu@telus- 
planet.net or visit the website: 
www.telusplanet.net/public/eric_edu 


Eaater GreetiagV May the promise 
of Spring bring prosperity and pence 

^57 YWCA 

of Yellowknife 

We work to prevent family violence 

We offer: 

• safe shelter to women and children 

• support, education, referral and 
advocacy for assistance 

• community outreach groups 



WATCH /«r 

CHANGING 

.CLIMATE, 



Tommy Moorhouse, a 4th year Bachelor of Commerce student at Concordia 
University, is learning how to develop business and create the jobs that will 
change the economic climate of his home community in northern Quebec. 


Our money is on Tommy. The National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation is 
working with a growing number of enlightened corporate partners to assist 
Tommy and others like him who want to stimulate growth in their home com¬ 
munities and who are eager to begin the education they will need to succeed. 


Financial assistance is available for business, science and general education 
studies that start in September 2003. 


The National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation 

70 Yorkville Avenue. Suite 33A Toronto. Ontario M5R 189 
Telephone: 416-926-0775 Fax: 416-926-7554 




Academy of Reading® 



AutoSkill 


Academy of Math 
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New training facility 
to be built at 
Nisichawayasihk 
Cree Nation 


Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation recently announced 
plans to construct a new state-of-the-art training facil¬ 
ity and business incubator on-reserve. The Atoskiwin 
Training and Employment Centre of Excellence will 
provide First Nations people with the entrepreneurial 
and trades skills needed to take full advantage of 
opportunities created by extensive hydro development 
and other projects that will be taking place in northern 
Manitoba over the next 20 years. The operations of 
the Centre will focus on hydro development in the 
immediate future. The scope of its activities will even¬ 
tually extend into other areas as well. The new facili¬ 
ty will benefit Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation members 
and other First Nations communities located nearby. 

"The creation of the new Atoskiwin Training and 
Employment Centre of Excellence will provide our 
people with unprecedented access to quality training 
and educational opportunities," said Chief Jerry 
Primrose. "It is an exciting time for us and the future 
looks bright. I am filled with pride when I think of the 
generations that will directly benefit from this endeav¬ 
our now and in the future. The Centre will help us 
move ahead in new and innovative ways that will 
increase and expand our economic base. It is key to 
our prosperity and will build a strong foundation for 
our youth.” 

“The Government of Canada is thrilled to support 
the construction of this incredible new facility," said 
INAC Minister Robert Nault. “It will provide First 
Nation workers with better access to the practical 
skills and training required to fully participate in 
today's modem economy. It is an excellent example of 
partnership and capacity building -1 am confident that 
the Centre will live up to its name. Access to a facili¬ 
ty such as this is a crucial step toward ensuring long- 



School of Business 

M*l£, 


Mcoicjne mam. e 

term sustainability and economic self-sufficiency.” 

Training programs offered by the Centre will 
include: literacy and upgrading; security and catering; 
labour and rebar work; skilled trades; heavy equip¬ 
ment operating; truck driving; clerical skills; and 
women in trades and technology. Business support 
services planned also include: accounting; business 
plan writing; computer services; graphic design; mar¬ 
ket analysis; human resource support; legal assis¬ 
tance; after-care services and mentoring. 

The Atoskiwin Training and Employment Centre of 
Excellence is expected to createl9 full-time positions 
for its day-to-day operations. An additional 35 full¬ 
time positions will be need¬ 
ed for the construction of 
the actual infrastructure. 


rogram 


Specializations in: 

Natural Resources & Energy 


Leisure & Sport Management j 

TTP 


A Building on Our Strengths 
/A Investing in Our People 

To learn more about the Alberta MBA. 
Alberta contact us at (780) 492-3946 

school . BUSINESS www.bus.ualberta.ca/MBA 


EARLE Ms JORGENSEN CO. 

Your Oilpatch Metal Supplier 

Wishing a safe and 
happy Easter to all. 

Phone: 780-432-5505 Fax: 780-432-5984 
9451 - 45 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta 


CUinSlOAHBIt'HAflvir, CHAHBAU0. ZooS 

Approximately 215 Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation 
members will benefit from the training. Additional 
spin off employment opportunities as a result of the 
construction of the Centre are also anticipated. 

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) has 
provided $3,260,171 to the project through its 
Regional Partnership Fund (RPF) programming. The 
First Nation and other partners will provide addition¬ 
al funds. The purpose of the RPF is to create the con¬ 
ditions for the economic development of First Nation 
communities. The program achieves this purpose 
through the development of economic infrastructure 
for major regional economic development initiatives. 
The economic infrastructure is expected to lead to 
community economic development. 

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation is based in Nelson 
House, Manitoba, about 
800 kilometres north of 
Winnipeg and 80 kilome¬ 
tres west of Thompson. 
NCN has a total popula¬ 
tion of close to 4,800 
people living in Nelson 
House, South Indian 
Lake, Thompson, 

Brandon and Winnipeg. 
More than 605 are 
between 13 and 30 years 
of age. 


Honouring tradition 

...forging new pathways 

Assisting students 

in attaining their educational goals since 1985 

ABORIGINAL 

University and College Entrance Program 

nier university, college or technical programs 


ies, biology, chemistry, 


► a fast track day program, September to April 
» courses combine 10-20-30 subject matter 

* courses available in math, English, social stui 
physics, computers and introductory Cree 

* study skills development curriculum contains cultural teachings, 
presentations by Aboriginal role models, mentoring and peer supp 


www.ucep. concordia.ab.ca 
continuingfaculty©concordia.ab.ca 
Faculty of Continuing Education 
10537 - 44 Street 




CONCORDIA 

University College of Alberta 
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Folsom launches 
new Institute of 
Bible Counselling 

Fountain Of Life School Of Ministry is pleased to 
announce the establishment of the first “Canadian 
First Nations Institute Of Biblical Counselling”. The 
new division will be directed by a First Nations/Metis 
advisory Board and the faculty will be pre-dominant- 
ly First Nations/Metis. 

The first vocational training program, approved in 
principle by Saskatchewan Learning, through this 
newly created Institute is called “Biblical/Pastoral 
Counselling Specialist Diploma”. This 52-week high¬ 
ly specialized training program will offer 26 weeks of 
theoretical instruction to be followed by 26 weeks of 
Biblical/pastoral counselling under clinical supervi- 

The new program has received strong endorsements 
from a variety of Christian ministries and denomina¬ 
tional groups including: 

• The International College of Biblical 
Counselling in Denver, Colorado 

• Restor...Nations, an international Christian 
organization in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

• Open Bible Faith Fellowship of Canada, St. 
Catharines, Ontario 

• Canadian Training Institute, Toronto, Ontario 

• Apostolic Church Of Pentecost of Canada, 
Calgary, Alberta 

Students accepted into the new program will be 
introduced to and trained in a number of Biblical/pas¬ 
toral counselling techniques and methods. Class top¬ 
ics, among others, include: 

• Sound thinking for uncertain times 

• In pursuit of maturity 

• Prayer (and altar) counselling 

• Marriage enrichment counselling 

• Pastoral counselling - levels I & II 

• Crisis proof living and how to handle stress from 
a Biblical perspective 

• Personality studies 

• Native Family Studies 

• Counselling for First Nations Spiritual 
Leadership 

FOLSOM ! believes that this new division and its 
first vocational training program will be quite popular, 
particularly for First Nations students who want to 
prepare themselves to work appropriately with all of 
the social/health/justice problems within their own 
communities - problems associated with family vio¬ 
lence, suicide, poverty, AIDS/HIV, sexual abuse in 
residential schools, a variety of negative dependen¬ 
cies, FAS/FAE and other alcohol related disorders, 

Biblical/Pastoral Counselling Specialists would be 
able to effectively provide counselling and education 
in Christian living, solidly founded in Christian 
Biblical teachings from a non-denominational per¬ 
spective. Graduates will also be able to identify situa¬ 
tions which would not be in their assigned domain of 
counselling (Christian/Biblical) and consequently 
appropriate referral systems would be taught and 


JSs/ 

More information about the first Canadian First 
Nations Institute Of Biblical Counselling and its first 
program “Biblical/Pastoral Counselling Specialist 
Diploma" can be obtained by calling 306-764-9075 or 
fax 306-764-2450 or email at info@folsom.sk.ca or 
through their web site at www.folsom.sk.ca 


In tribute to First Nation ami Mills students ~ 
you can achieve your dreams. 

Cold Lake Public Library 




BSMT 5319-48 Av 
Cold Lake, AB 
T9M 1A1 

(780) 594-8828 

Email: clpl(®library.cold!ake.ab. 
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Fountain of Life 
School of Ministry 

• Pastoral Care Worker Certificate (1 year) 

• Minister of Religion Diploma and 
Honours Diploma (2 years) 

• Short-Term Missions Certificate (1 year) 

• Children/Youth Ministry Diploma (2 years) 

• Bachelor of Biblical Studies (4 years) 

• Bachelor of Biblical Counselling (4 years) 

• Biblical / Pastoral Counselling Specialist Diploma 

For enrolment and more information 
call 306-764-9075 
or visit our web site at www.tolsom.sk.ca 


An education provides a solid foundation 
For the future ~ we salute those involved 
in the pursuit of knowledgp. 


The Teachers’ Book Depository 

Edmonton, Alberta 

Ph: (780) 453-7092 Fax: (7801 451-3958 
1-800-661-1959 

E-mail: books48epsb.edmonton.ab.ca 
http://leachersbooks.epsb.net 

§8 EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


ft 
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Ipmg 
Kids Soar! 


FAS Respite Day Camp 

For children between 3 and 10 years of 
age with o diagnosis related to 
prenatal alcohol exposure. 


With support from an occupational therapist, speech- 
language pathologist and a psychologist, children will 
develop social skills while they participate in 
gross-motor play, games, crafts and songs. 

This unique program runs one Saturday 
per month from 9:00 a m 4:00 p.m. 

2050 21 Street NE, Colgory, AB. 
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CHIP 
Hospitality 
awards tourism 


worked for a number of years as an office manager for 
Aboriginal organizations in Saskatchewan before 
going back to school to improve her chances of mak¬ 
ing a better life for her three children. One of her 
instructors says she demon¬ 
strates a professional 
attitude and has been 


April, 2003 

i the Canadian 


scholarships 


Three students from the prairies were among six 
Aboriginal students from across Canada that were 
awarded scholarships from CHIP Hospitality to help 
them further their studies towards a career in tourism 
or a related field. Each student will receive a $2000 
scholarship from CHIP Hospitality, as part of the com¬ 
pany's partnership with the Foundation for the 
Advancement of Aboriginal Youth (FAAY). 

"CHIP Hospitality is proud to assist Aboriginal 
youth expand their education and career opportuni¬ 
ties," said CHIP Hospitality's President Minaz Abji. 

"We believe this scholarship program is an impor¬ 
tant step towards helping them develop the knowledge 
and skills necessary in Canada's growing tourism 
industry." 

Mellina Laboucan-Massimo: Mellina is a 21-year- 
old status Cree from the Lubicon Lake First Nation in 
Alberta in fourth year of a Spanish language and liter¬ 
ature program at the University of Alberta in 
Edmonton. She has been active in her church, studied 
dance for 10 years and is currently the Aboriginal rep¬ 
resentative on the City of Edmonton Youth Council. 
Her professor believes she will be an asset to any 
organization. Her sponsor says she showed great abil¬ 
ity and patience in dealing with children at Sunday 
school. Mellina would like to work overseas with a 
humanitarian organization for a year and then return 
to school for a master's in community development. 

Sylvia Gopher: Sylvia is a 40-ycar-old status 
Saulteaux from the Saultcaux First Nation in North 
Battlcford, Saskatchewan who is enrolled in a 
Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer course at 
Nighthawk Technologies in Hull, Quebec. Sylvia 




her 


class. Her 
sponsor says 
she became 
a key person 
in the Aboriginal 
community in Ottawa/Hull since 
her arrival last year. Sylvia plans 
to become an IT consultant and 
trainer after she graduates. 

Michelle Klippenstein: Michelle 
is an 18-year-old status Ojibway 
from the Poplar River First Nation in 
Manitoba who is in her first year at the 
University of Winnipeg. She is taking a gener¬ 
al program in first year while she decides on 
a major. One of her teachers tells us she is a j 
highly respected member of her class who # 
is responsible, caring and hard working. / 
Her sponsor has, over the years, 
observed a commendable persever¬ 
ance from this very ambitious young 
woman. Michelle spent grade II 
studying in Guatemala and is narrow¬ 
ing her choices of a major to 
tourism, business 


themselves for rewarding careers it 
tourism industry." 

CCAB is Canada's leading organization dedicated 
to promoting the full participation of Aboriginal peo¬ 
ple in the Canadian economy. Established in 1994, 
FAAY is Canada's oldest general interest scholarship 
and bursary program for Aboriginal youth. The foun¬ 
dation has awarded almost $1 million to more than 
725 Aboriginal students in all areas of study. CHIP 
Hospitality joins 10 other leading Canadian and 
U.S. companies in supporting FAAY's scholar- 
program. The "CHIP Hospitality - 
Future Tourism Leaders” scholarship is 
available to Canadian Aboriginal stu¬ 
dents enrolled in studies focusing on 
the hospitality industry at any 
accredited post-secondary educa¬ 
tional institution in Canada. 

A leading hotel management 
company, CHIP Hospitality 
currently manages over 30 
hotels and resorts in 
Canada and 

Washington State 
with more than 8,000 
rooms. The compa¬ 
ny manages such 
franchise brands 
as Sheraton, 

Crowne Plaza, 


Hi 


Holida; 


I 


Quality, 
Gouvemeur, Best 
Western, Ramada 
and Howard 
lohnson. In 
addition, CHIP 
has a number of 


PHOENIX FENCE 



•CHAIN LINK FENCE • TENNIS COURTS - 8ACKST0PS 
• SWING, SHOE A POWER OPERATED GATES 

W A SAFETY FENCE 


national development. 

The remaining three CHIP Hospitality "Future 
Tourism Leaders" scholarship winners are: Leah 
Mack, Toquat First Nation, BC; Lisa Meyers, 
Bcausoleil First Nation, Ontario; and Katie Robinson, 
Squamish First Nation, BC. 

"I would like to praise the hard work and dedication 
of these students and thank CHIP Hospitality for its 
support of the FAAY family," said Jocelyne Soulodre, 
President and CEO of the Canadian Council for 
Aboriginal Business (CCAB). "These scholarships 
help Aboriginal students across the country prepare 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

KAPAWE’NO FIRST NATION 


MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION /AT 
CLERK/DRIVER |/1 


The Kapawe'no First Nation is looking for an energetic person ^ Ajj 
to transport members to medical appointments and complete 
necessary referral forms. 


• Must have a valid Alberta Drivers License (Class 4) 

• Must provide a clear Driver's Abstract with application/rest 

• Must provide clearance of CPIC & CW1S records with 
application/resumc 


Salary dependent upon qualifications and experience. 
CLOSING DATE: Until position is filled 


PLEASE SUBMIT RESUME TO; 

Candace Lewis, Health Director 
Kapawe'no First Nation 
Box 10, Grouaid. AB TOG ICO 
Fax: (780)751-3864 



lany of them leaders in their mar¬ 
kets. As a subsidiary of CHIP REIT 
(Canadian Hotel Income Properties Real 
Estate Investment Trust), CHIP Hospitality 
uses management strategies, upgrades, repo¬ 
sitioning and franchising to improve the 
operating performance of the properties within its 
portfolio to create value for investors and owners. 
CHIP REIT units trade on the Toronto Stock 
Exchange under the symbol HOT.un and HOT.db. 

Find out more about FAAY and CCAB programs at 
www.ccab-canada.com or www.aboriginalbiz.com. 


Welcoming you to Cold Lake 


Lakeland Inn 
(780) 594-3311 
3 Hotel 


El Lobo Motel 
(780) 594-7521 


Fax (780) 594-3770 

Box 1050, Highway 28. 5411 ■ 55 Street • Cold Lake, Alberta 


Wishing all our friends & customers 
a happy and peaceful Easter celebration. 


Wishing a happy anti peaceful Easter to all our 
Aboriginal friends and customers 


Athletics Alberta 

Track & Field • Road Running 
Cross Country 


11759 Groat Road, Edmonton, AB T5M 3K6 
Ph: (780) 427-8792 • Fax: (780) 427-8899 
website: www.athleticsalberta.com 
e-mail: athletics@athleticsalberta.com 
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An Educational Conference designed for Community Development 1 

Medicine Wheel of 
sports Development Conference 

Starts Victoria Day 

KYNTASYl.AND 
HOTEL 




:t caiii 7 


Mat 19,20&21,2003 


Sports development as a way to 
combat social problems 

by Malcolm McColl 

Community development is the underlying goal for own experiences, but it remains very much at issue. 
Tony Alexis hosting the Medicine Wheel of Sports We have to address racism honestly." A gathering of 
Development Conference. The conference will be guest speakers will host or moderate or direct the 
held May 19th, 20th, and 21st. 2003, at the breakaway sessions. The format of each session will 
Fantasyland Hotel, at West Edmonton Mall. “ We be up to the presenter, whose expertise will be shared 
want to recognize people who overcame obstacles to in the workshops that take place during days' one and 
find success. We also want to honour our father, Dan two. Day three contains the cultural and achievement 
Alexis, 64, for a lifetime of contributions and years of sections, 
service to kids and adults.” 

Tony described his father 
as a source of great inspira¬ 
tion who promoted culture 
and sports together. “He 
has been a powwow organ¬ 
izer, a councillor, and a 
spiritual leader, and a tradi¬ 
tional leader. He’s coached 
hundreds of kids in hockey 
and baseball. If he ever 
saw a kid who needed 
equipment, like a pair of 
skates or a glove or run¬ 
ning shoes, my Dad got the 
equipment, out of his own 
pocket. He always was and 
always will be a man for 
his community.” 

Tony said, “My Dad’s 
mother was a widow when 
my Dad was still a child. 

He started working for pay 
at the age of 8. Today he is 
working for the Capital 
Health Authority as an 
Aboriginal Cultural 
Helper. He holds sweats 
that are attended by doc¬ 
tors, lawyers, priests, not 
to mention youth, and oth¬ 
ers seeking this spiritual 
and physical relief.” 

The conference will 
advocate sports develop¬ 
ment as a way to combat 
social problems in 
Aboriginal communities. 

An additional objective is 
to establish funding 
streams for underprivi¬ 
leged youth. Four keynote 
speakers have been recruit¬ 
ed to fill a role in the 
Medicine Wheel format, 
including the directional 
spokes representing four 
basic areas of human 
development: Emotion, 

Spirit, Body and Mind. 

Henry “Gizmo” 

Williams will speak on 
emotional development. 

Phil Lane, Jr. will speak to 
spiritual development. 

Leanna Martens will speak 
to physical development. 

And Dr. Randy Gregg will 
speak to mental develop¬ 
ment. The agenda for par¬ 
ticipants will include a 
number of breakaway ses¬ 
sions. The topics include: 

Careers in sports. 

Balancing education and 
sports. Goal setting. 

Community development 
programs. Training and 
conditioning. Athletes and 
health/anatomy. Evolution I 
of Native athletes in sports. I 
Addictions, Team building, I 
et al. 

Tony said. “We will have I 
a session on racism. It's I 
out there, we leant to deal I 
with it, everybody has their I 


The Dan Alexis Sports Development Foundation 
will present an award for Dedication to Sports 
Development on the third and final day of the confer¬ 
ence (morning only). There will also be a scholarship 
awarded, and the Aboriginal Athlete of the Year - 
2003 named. The conference will be organized to 
accommodate about 250 - 300 guests. The 
Fantasyland Hotel has offered special room rates (1 - 
800-737-3783) and the Wingate Inn near the W.E.M. 
is offering special rates [(780) 443-1000]. 

For more information or to register, contact Tony 
Alexis. Conference Coordinator, Dan Alexis Sports 
Foundation, Medicine Wheel of Sports Development: 
(780) 967-4435, Fax (780) 967-1097. Email: 
dasdf@telus.net Write Box 186, Glenevis, Alberta 
TOE 0X0. 




EMOTIONAL DEVELOPM 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 

Henry “Gizmo” Williams 

Former Eilmonlon Eskimo 
Grey Cuphhampion 


PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 

Leanna Martens 

National Fitnes&GpNpetitor 
Certified PersonarTittygs Trainer 


1, ALBERTA 




CONFERENCE FEES: 

■GISTRATION: rSSXrrial Booth Rental - S350.00/day 

adline May IA. 2003 - Registration Fee = S500.00 Educational & Promotional Booth. = Pres 

ACCOMMODATIONS: 

Fantasyland Hotel (w.h.M.1 @ |780| 444-3000 or loll Free l-XOfl-RFSKRVF (737-3783) 


Wingate Inn <& (780) 443-1 
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Plan ahead, moke the following events a part oft 
— Visit Dawson Creek. You will 


ur holiday 
i glad you didl 


www.tourismdawsoncreek.com 


1 he name Dawson Creek is synonymous with Mile Zero of the 
Alaska Highway - now designated the 16th International Historic i 
Civil Engineering Landmark. Yaur journey into the Peace River I 
country, and along the Alaska Highway heading towards the 1 
Yukon and Alaska will be most rewarding if you spend time in this 
historic community. 


Peace Country 6 


Dawson (reek Fall Fair Exhibition, Stampede & Pro 
Rodeo.August 7-10 

Four days ol locol exhibits ond rodeo excitement! This is the 
lorgesl stampede & pro rodeo in Northern British Columbia and Northern 
Alberto. World doss showmonship in n Iroditionol agriculture community 
setting. • Chuckwagon Races • Bronc Riders • Cornivol • Fireworks 
•Agriculture Exhibits 

Peace Country Bluegrass Festival.. July 18-20 

Family fun, Bluegrass Music — ond you! 

Mile Zero Days.. May 31 fenlu,e! 0 ™nga of performers ond vendors. Pioneer Pork. 

Official Grand Opening ol Pioneer Village • Featuring family 
entertainment • Pancake breoklasl 

Canada Day.July 1 _ 

■ Poncoke breakfast • Porode • Arts S Crofts • Entertainment 
• Fireworks 

US Independence Day. July 4 

this family event, held ol Pioneer Village, will provide fun, entertainment 
ond fireworks at Rolory loko. For more info, call (250) 7827144 

Mile Zero Cruisers Summer Cruise.... July 11-13 

this is the ultimate event lot all cor enthusiosls ■ biggest outomolive 
event in all of northern BC & Alberto. • Car Roily • BB0 • fireworks 


Tourism Dawson Creek Visitor Information Centre Toll Free: 1.866.645.3022 


skills by experienced City of Edmonton Lifeguard 
Supervisors. The shared mentoring approach provides 
a very positive, stable and supportive teaming envi¬ 
ronment for participants to develop their skills and 
gain valuable work experience. After completion of 
the program, graduates are encouraged to seek 
employment at local swimming pools, and serve as 
role models for the growing urban Aboriginal com- 


“The program was given the name Nikanihew by 
Cree Elders, which means one who leads the way," 
says Mark Dafoe, Supervisor of Leisure Centres with 
the City of Edmonton Community Services 
Department. “The name is reflective of the program’s 
focus, but is also reflective of the strength, commit¬ 
ment and responsibility of the teens involved.” 

Since the program started in September 2002, the 
teens have trained intensively in the pool and class¬ 
room. Though all participants have made strong 
improvements in their abilities, many will graduate at 
different levels of Red Cross and Lifesaving Society 
certification. It is expected that several participants 
will achieve the Red Cross Water Safety Instructor 
award, and even begin teaching swimming lessons as 


The official graduation ceremony for the Aboriginal 
Youth Aquatic Leadership Program will take place at 
4 p.m. on Wednesday, April 30, at Amiskwaciy 
Academy (101 Airport Road). 


Youth to graduate 
from aquatic 
leadership program 


Thirteen Aboriginal youth from Edmonton arc in combines 
the final weeks of a specialized aquatic leadership the cultural 
program to train them to become fully-qualified swim teachings 
instructors and lifeguards. and guid- 

The training is part of a unique pilot project devel- ancc of 
oped through the collaborative efforts of Amiskwaciy Aboriginal 
Academy, the City of Edmonton Services Elders, with 
Department, and the Department of Canadian the instruc- 
Heritage Urban Multipurpose Aboriginal Youth tion of water 
Centres Initiative. safety and 

The Aboriginal Youth Aquatic Leadership Program leadership 


would love to help you plan o trip to the Peace Country! 


CONGDON’S AIDS TO 
DAILY LIVING LTD. 

Providing 

Home Healthcare Supplies 
Since 1970 

15830 - 100 A Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5P 0L8 
Ph. (780) 483-1762 Fax (780) 489-6813 
Toll Free: 1-800-252-9368 
e-mail: customerservice@congdons.ab.ca 




•jQr*/ tr/du* f(H a joyous 
and Meued ¥ adet 


m 


Franciscan Sisters 
Benevolent Society 


11035 - 92 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5H 1W5 
Ph: ( 780 ) 422-7263 / 424-6872 
Fax: ( 780 ) 428-1966 
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Economic Development 


APTN, Taylor George winning 
team at Signature Awards 

“And the winner is... APTN” was a phrase heard stand up for their convictions," said Peter George, 
many times at this year’s Signature Awards for excel- President and Creative Director of Taylor George, 
lence in Manitoba Advertising. Aboriginal Peoples “This is the second campaign we’ve done for them 
Television Network picked up Signatures for Best TV that's caused a bit of a stir. And APTN is OK with that 
Made in Manitoba for an Aboriginal Day spot, and because it generates discussion - in both Aboriginal 
Best Original Music for an Aboriginal History piece and non-Aboriginal circles. APTN was confident 
by composer James Creasey at the gala event March their audience would get the jokes and appreciate the 
22nd. humour. That’s what makes them such a great client. 

They’re not afraid to 
take risks and they know 


in ad is good 
when it makes her nerv¬ 
ous. "And sometimes we 
know the stuff Taylor 
George does will make 
waves, but that’s good. 
Right now APTN is 
working to create public 
awareness, so if it takes 
a little controversy to get 
noticed, fine," says 
Kolybabi. “The 

Aboriginal images we 
see in the media are 
always issue oriented or 
traditional. What we’re 
doing is highlighting the 
incredible thing that is 

that’s really die common 
thread that links all 
Aboriginal cultures. The 
fact that some non- 
Aboriginal people don’t 
get it simply confirms 
breaking the mould, and more importantly, 
we’re resonating specifically with our audience." 

Taylor George won in the best multi-media cam¬ 
paign category with work for APTN at last year’s 
Signature Awards as well. 

"We are so proud to be associated with Taylor 
George, and especially to 
have the opportunity to 
work with their young and 
very talented Aboriginal Art 
Director, Brent 

Morrisseau," says 

Kolybabi. “It’s a good fit." 

In addition to their wins 
for APTN work, Taylor 
George picked up the prize 
for Best Insert, Newsletter 
or Flyer for SAY (Spirit of 


Aboriginal Youth) Magazine, and Taylor George’s 
Senior Art Director, Glen Sapach, earned Best 
Newspaper Campaign for work he did on behalf of 
Steinbach Credit Union prior to joining the agency in 
September. 

Taylor George is a full-service advertising and 
design agency providing advertising concept, writing 
and design; branding and communications strategy, 
media planning and buying; account services; new 
media development and e: 
national clients. 



“We have this incredibly young team - for many it’s 
their first opportunity in the national broadcast envi¬ 
ronment - so it’s really exciting for them to be 
acknowledged in this way, among their peers in the 
industry,” said Deanie Kolybabi, APTN Director of 
Strategic Development and Marketing. “There’s a 
passion, loyalty and enthusiasm at APTN that I’ve 
never experienced anywhere else. It’s gratifying to 
have that pay off, to get validation that the quality of 
our work is truly holding its own against competitive 
marketing services.” 

APTN advertising agency, Taylor George, earned 
three awards for work done on the network’s behalf. 
The agency won Best Radio Single, Best Other Out of 
Home and the coveted Best Multi-Media Campaign 
award for work promoting APTN fall season and its 
original program. Bingo & a Movie. 

“I admire APTN because they have the courage to 


HELP WANTED 


The Edmonton Queen Riverboat is 
Setting ready to open for our 
summer sailing season again and we 
have openings for the following 
positions; 

Servers, Bartenders, Reservation 
bookings, Kitchen staff. 
Hostess, Special Events 
Coordinator & Cleaning staff. 

We are an equal opportunity 
employer. Please fax your resume 
immediately to 
(780) 460-5484 or 
e-mail; sales@edmontonqueen.com 


Edmonton 

TUEEM 

RIVERBOAT CRUISE 




Samson 

Management Ltd. 


Box 539 

Hobbema, Alberta TOC 1 NO 

Telephone: (780) 585-2468 
Fax: (780) 585-2393 
Edm. Dir. 428-9600 
Toll Free 1-800-917-2818 
E-mail: smladmin@incentre.net 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

KAPAWE’NO FIRST NATION 

PERSONAL SUPPORT 
WORKER 


The Kapawc’no First Nation is accepting applications for a 
personal support worker to provide care within the Home and 
Community Care Program one day per week, under the 
direction of the Home Care Nurse. 


• A Personal Support Worker Certificate 

• Must have a valid Alberta Drivers License 

• Clearance of CPIC and CWIS investigations providt 


• Ability to speak Cree 

• Flexible hours 

Salary dependent upon qualifications and experience. 
CLOSING DATE: Until position is filled 

PLEASE SUBMIT RESUME TO: 

Candace Lewis, Health Director 
Kapawe’no First Nation 
Box 10, Grouard, AB TOG ICO 
Fax: (780) 751 -3864 
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McLeod Lake Indian Band 
ratifies land code 


McLeod Lake Indian Band voted overwhelmingly 
in favour of ratifying its land code consistent with the 
Framework Agreement on First Nations Land 
Management and the First Nations Land Management 
Act, announced Chief Harley Chingee, McLeod Lake 
Indian Band last month. 

“I feel that this has been a tremendous step forward 
for my community’s health, future and economic well 
being. There arc many proposals for development that 
we are now able to confidently approach because we 
now have the authority to make our own decisions 
without delay,” said Chief Chingee. 

“The Chief, council and community of McLeod 
Lake are to be commended on their efforts in devel¬ 
oping and ratifying their land code, ’’ said INAC 
Minister Robert Nault. “This achievement demon¬ 
strates that through initiatives like the First Nations 
Land Management Initiative, we can work with First 
Nations to provide the self-governance tools they 
need to build stronger, self-sufficient communities." 

“On this very historic occasion, I would like to com¬ 
mend the people of McLeod Lake, for voting so 
resoundingly positive towards increased self suffi- 
. ciency. This is obviously 
i the end result of a lot of 
work, dedication and 
n. All McLeod Lake 
| members should be proud 
of this achievement," said 
Chief Robert Louie, Chair 
of the Lands Advisory 

: Framework 

Agreement and the First 
Nations Land 

Management Act, which 
were originally, open to 
only 14 signatory First 
; Nations, are considered by 
the federal government to 


be important building blocks to seif-govemance. This 
govemment-to-govemment Initiative provides partic¬ 
ipating First Nations with the opportunity to come out 
the land administration sections of the 



The McLeod Lake Indian Band, also known as 
Tse’Khene Nation (People of the Rock) is a signatory 
of Treaty #8 and is located approximately 150 kilo¬ 
metres north of Prince George, British Columbia. 
With approximately 400 members, this small commu¬ 
nity has a main economic focus on logging, and oil 
and gas ventures. 

In addition to the original 14 signatory First 
Nations, nineteen First Nations signed the Framework 
Agreement on First Nations Land Management last 







Indian Act and establish their own regimes to manage 
their lands and resources, providing for more decision 
making at the local level. McLeod Lake is the first 
community to take advantage of the expansion of this 
initiative by ratifying their own land code. 

The First Nations Land Management Initiative pro¬ 
vides participating First Nations, like McLeod Lake 
Indian Band, the opportunity to develop a land code 
that reflects the unique needs and traditions of the 
community, and provides sound environmental pro¬ 
tection for their own reserve lands and resources. The 
initiative enables First Nation communities to create a 
land code that will sustain local community decision 
making, provide transparent accountability to its 
members and accelerate progress in areas such as eco¬ 
nomic development. 


how successful this in 
tiative can be in improv¬ 
ing the quality of life in 
First Nations communi¬ 
ties by building capacity 
and increasing economic 
development opportuni¬ 
ties,” said Minister 
Nault. 

The 19 First Nations 
include: from British 
Columbia, Beecher Bay, 
Tsawout, Tsawwassen, 
Songhees, Pavilion, 
Burrard, Sliammon, 
I Skeetchesn; from 
Whitecap Dakota Sioux; 


Osoyoos, Kitselas, 

Saskatchewan, Kinistin, 
from Ontario, Garden River, Mississauga, Whitefish 
Lake, Dokis, Kettle and Stony Point, and Moose Deer 
Point; and from New Brunswick, Kingsclear, Five of 


the original 14 signatory First Nations are now oper¬ 
ating under their own land codes, they are: 
Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation (Ontario), 
Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation (Ontario), 
Muskoday First Nation (Saskatchewan), Lheidli 
T'enneh First Nation (British Columbia), and 
Opaskwayak Cree Nation (Manitoba). The remaining 
nine signatory First Nations are in various stages of 
their community process. 
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• Fast, FREE Delivery 

• Huge Selection of New and Used 
Cars, SUVs, Trucks & Vans 

• Trades Welcome 


regif eville 
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/1 Years Serving First Nations! 

1 - 800 - 263-3673 


or COLLECT (780) 632-2060 

6106 - 50th Ave. Vegreville, AB T9C 1N6 


Winalta Housing 

MANUFACTURED HOMES ° 


MANUFACTURED HOMES 

A Part of the Winalta Group of Companies 

** - Built for Living.. .Built for Life] 

'*5a 



Celebrating Over 26 Years of Excellence 


Alberta's leading manufacturer of quality, 
affordable modular and manufactured homes. 


Website; www.winaltainc.cofn 
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Building Our Communities 





EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES! 


Nelson Homes: 
Building a legacy 

by Malcolm McColl 


Call for your free 
Home Plan Brochure 


With over 50 years of home building experience. 
Nelson Homes has emerged as a leader in the housing 
industry. Randy Boychuk runs the First Nations 
Division of Nelson Homes, which works directly with 
many First Nations in Saskatchewan and Manitoba 
and leaves home sales to their dealer network else¬ 
where in Canada. 

"We build panelized hous¬ 
ing and deliver to the site.” 
said Boychuk. "It provides a 
socioeconomic benefit in 
terms of the jobs required for 
the construction." Boychuk 
said there is a huge demand 
for housing in the First 
Nations. "There are 98.000 
homes on reservations in 
Canada. The government has 
determined that about half are 
unfit housing. There will be 
45,000 houses built in First 
Nations in the next decade." 

Apparently the federal gov¬ 
ernment has earmarked $1.3 
billion for First Nation hous¬ 
ing, or about $130 million a 
year in the next decade. "The 
government will be building 
about 4,500 homes a year, and 
60 percent of those are on the 
prairies," said Boychuk. 

Nelson Homes, replete with a 
long-serving First Nations 
division, is in an enviable 
position with complete home buying services, and, 
"with fabulous home designs and sensible floor 

Boychuk said, "Our housing solutions range from 
homes for young families just starting out, to exquisite 
executive styles as well as special care homes, vaca¬ 
tion homes and multi-unit dwellings. Our product 
lineup includes the famous Nelson panelized home 
package, plus a line of modular homes and ready-to- 

Nelson Homes grew out of a lumberyard in 
Edmonton that was established in 1949 and became 
one of Canada's largest homebuilders, with over 
35,000 homes delivered. Boychuk said, "Nelson 
Homes has worked closely with the First Nations for 
over 50 years to fulfill their housing needs. Our com¬ 
mitment to quality, craftsmanship and integrity has 
earned us the trust of thousands of First Nations peo¬ 
ple throughout Western Canada." 

Included in a Nelson Homes panelized home pack¬ 
age: Roof Trusses Floor System Interior Stairs Wall 
Panels, Exterior and Interior (complete with framed 
openings for windows & doors) Sheathing Shingles 
Fascia & Soffit Windows And Doors Insulation, Poly 
and Caulking Drywall/Sheetrock or Finish, such as 
casings, baseboards, wood railings Hardware and 
Locksets Nails and Screws. 

Raymond J. Nelson is the Co-Founder & Chairman 
Emeritus of Nelson Homes. "We began with a simple 
idea - give people top quality and more for their 
money," said Nelson. "It worked then and it works 
now. With that simple idea, we started Nelson Homes 
>n 1958. Now with our recent acquisition of SRI 
Homes, Nelson is the largest home manufacturing 
company in Canada." 

"With commitment comes change," he said. "We 
have adapted to a changing world, and made changes 
to the way we do business and provide service. The 
change hi been supported by the stability of a team 
of over 800 qualified people, whose skills and talents 
are the ingredients of our success. And because we've 
stayed committed to our simple ideals, we've been 
able to earn your trust and support. We look forward 


great floor plans 
for homes and 
multi-unit dwellings 


)^A/e/son 


Head Office & Factory: Toll Free 1-800-661-6534 

First Nations Sales Manager: (306) 955-5454 


' Premium quality home packages • Care Homes 

» Seniors' Independent Living Residences . Classrooms 
» Apartment Complexes • Band Offices 


to the future with vision, 
confidence and pride. We 
have recently celebrated 
our 50th Anniversary," the 
chairman said. "People 
tend to call it a milestone - 
we call it a steppingstone. 


You might even say we are 
building a legacy." 

For more information 
contact Nelson Homes 
First Nations Division toll 
free at 1 800 661 6534. 


Get off the beaten track and explore uncharted territory beyond your wildest dreams. The ARGO moves with ease through the toughest 
conditions imaginable - bogs, marshes, dense undergrowth, over hills and across ponds and rivers. Rugged terrain and thick foliage will 
suddenly become a pleasure to negotiate and the ARGO's low ground pressure tires won't damage the beauty around you. 

Take your friends and all the equipment you'll need to track the best game You'll still have plenty of space to take home whatever 
you bag. 

A test drive is yours for the asking. Visit www.argoatv.com or call for complete information. 


Designers and suppliers of: 


Arqa distributor 

0t§» M0 


tread lightly!" 
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Enoch infrastructure for 
community and guests 


by Malcolm McColl 


The Enoch Indian Reserve is silualed on the western 
boundary of Edmonton. Valerie Alexander is the man¬ 
ager of a new store that opened Jan 31. 2003. called 
North On 60 (Enoch is situated on Highway 60). 
Stores are already established on the reserve but lie on 
the opposite side of an increasingly busy highway. 
"The store was built because of safety issues regard¬ 
ing the highway," said Alexander. 

The store offers gas, confectionery, smokes, gro¬ 
ceries, and more. It is situated beside a busy recre¬ 
ation centre, at the north end of Enoch's village. "Our 
business gets a boost from the rcc centre with all the 
hockey and sports activities. We have the Post Office 
and electronic services to bring in the community.” 

Alexander was hired to manage the store just eleven 
days before it opened. "I'm from Enoch, and I had 
experience as an assistant manager at Oskaya Store (at 
Enoch). Now I am hiring 
staff. Our hours arc 7 
a.m. to 11 p.m., Monday 
to Friday, 8 a.m. to II 
p.m. on Saturday, and 9 


The tour will 
show lifestyles 


■enl. Jennifer and family 
sh you all llappy Easier 

JENT 

HOLDINGS 

LTD. 


Muskeg-Equipped 

All-Season Service 

Bus. (780) 923-3527 
Cell: (780) 975-5215 

Box 336, Gibbons, AS T0A1N0 


II p.m 
Sunday." The store will 
employ eight full-time 
and five part-time staff. 

Harley Morin started a 
tourism business in 
Enoch that features the 
rustic ways of days gone 
by and urban settings of 
Edmonton. Morin said, 
"Palomino Tours & Trails 
is a preliminary business 
development around the 
destination casino at 
Enoch Reserve." The 
theme of his company is 
"evolutionary," he said. 

experience a large and 


HAMAR'S ‘Tr 
GROCERIES =? 


Ph: (780) 623-4401 


.seen 


dwelling of the 
Cree First 

Nation. The 

next day they 
take a horseback 
trail-ride to the 
North 
Saskatchewan 
River from sta¬ 
bles at Enoch. 

On the river's 
edge they camp 
again, sampling 
the food and 
shelter of the 
hunter/trapper 
lifestyle. On 
day three, they 

experience the Voyageur lifestyle, moving down the 
river in canoes to Fort Edmonton Park. The tour 
moves on that night to the bright lights of West 
Edmonton Mall. 

Morin said, "We offer a lively experience of the his¬ 
torical timeline of the region. The package includes 


performances by First Nation dancers and drummers. 
Metis jiggers and drummers, and the reenactments 
chronicled at the historic fort. To top it off, the 
tourists visit the largest mall in the world." 

For information about Palomino Tours & Trails call 
(780) 470-4277 . "The tour we have organized is 
unique in Canada. Who else can take you from the 
1700s to 2003 in just three days?" 


Discovering 


Program 


Exlendinq our warmest wishes to all for an enjogable 
Spring season and a peaceful & joqous Easter 
From the Board of Directors and Staff of the 


SAGASHTAWAO 
HEALING LODGE 


Drug & Alcohol ALuse 
Trealmenl Services Available 


For information on Program and Services call 
8:30 a.m.-Noon, 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Monday to Friday 

Ph. (705) 336-3450 Corporate Head Office 
Fax. (705) 336-3452 Ph. (705) 658-5505 
P.0. Box 99 P.0. Box 359 

Moosonee, ON Moose Cree Complex 
POL 1Y0 Moose Factory, ON 

POL 1W0 


Alberta Women’s Enterprise Initiative Association 

Helping Alberta women start and 


1-000-713-3556 

web site: www.aweia.ab.ca 


'Best washes to all for a peaceful ani 
prosperous Spring season 

«J£> EKDM0E1 
0Tt m 

CONVENIENCE STORE 
GAS BAR 

aoacsMja mm uMimm 

East side of Highway 60, beside the Recreation Centre 

Groceries, Pop, Cigs, Cash, 

Gas & Oil, Fresh Coffee, Post Office, 
Slushes and Service with a Smile! 

B Ph: (780) 470-4315 




































Commission recommends 
negotiation of Alexis claim 


Vpril, 2003 Alberta Native News 


In a report issued this month, the Indian Claims 
Commission (ICC) recommends that the federal gov¬ 
ernment accept for negotiation a claim by the Alexis 
Fits! Nation involving the federal Crown's grants of 
Ihtee rights-of-way to Calgary Power (now TransAlta 
Utilities) on the Band’s reserve during the 1950s and 
]960s. Alexis First Nation is located about 60 kilome¬ 
tres northwest of Edmonton, Alberta. 

The First Nation maintained that the Government of 
Canada failed to protect the Band’s interest in each of 
the three transactions. The focus of the claim, howev¬ 
er, was Calgap' Power’s construction in 1969 of a 
ransmission line across the reserve, for which the 
Band received a lump sum payment. The First Nation 
:laimed that Canada failed to achieve fair and reason¬ 
able value for Calgary Power’s use of reserve land 
inder the 1969 agreement, resulting in a continuing 
oss of revenue until the late 1990s, when the First 
Nation began collecting tax revenue from the corpo- 

The First Nation requested an inquiry into its claim 
n October 1999. The First Nation argued that the fed- 
:ral government’s inactivity on its claim amounted to 
i rejection. In April 2000, the Commission ruled that 
he claim was deemed rejected and an inquiry could 
iroceed. In January 2001, the federal government 
ompleted its review and informed the First Nation 


that the claim was rejected. 

Members of the Commission panel included 
Commissioners Roger Augustine, Daniel Bellegarde 
and Sheila Purdy. The panel concluded that the 
Government of Canada owes an outstanding lawful 
obligation to the Alexis First Nation. 

Chief Commissioner Phil Fontaine said that the 
panel s findings led it to a number of conclusions that 
supported the First Nation’s claim: "As our report 
indicates, the Crown failed to prevent an improvident 
or exploitative arrangement. In applying the test used 
in the Apsassin case of the reasonable person manag¬ 
ing his own affairs, we concluded that the Crown 
would not have made such a deal for itself in 1969, 
given its knowledge that a one-time, lump sum pay¬ 
ment was inadequate compensation for a long-term 
interest in reserve land. In addition, we found that in 
this case, the Crown had an ongoing duty after 1969 
to take steps to recoup the losses under the expropri¬ 
ation agreement by assisting the First Nation to 
implement its taxation authority, if necessary collect¬ 
ing tax revenues from Calgary Power on the First 
Nation’s behalf." 

The Indian Claims Commission was established in 
1991 to examine, at the request of a First Nation, spe¬ 
cific claims rejected by Indian and Northern Affairs 
Canada. 
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Expanded water treatment 
plant for Standing Buffalo 
Dakota First Nation 

federal government has announced a $832,000 needed for the operation and maintenance of a wate 
sion of the water treatment and demineralization treatment system, 
lam on the Standing Buffalo Dakota First Nation. "Safe drinking water is a significant concern fo 

“The responsibility for drinking water is shared members of the Standing Buffalo Dakota Firs 
sween First Nations and the federal government,” Nation," said Acting Chief 
pid INAC Minister Robert Nault. "Indian and Roger Redman. "This new 


inst ill itior 


of a second community well and hook-up 
to the water treatment plant, expansion of the wiiter 
treatment plant and treatment improvements and 
upgrades. 

The funds for this project are part of INAC’s exist¬ 
ing funding aimed at accelerating needed improve¬ 
ments in First Nations community water and sewage 
systems. 

Standing Buffalo Dakota First Nation is located 
approximately eight kilometres northwest of Fort 
Qu’AppcIlc, Saskatchewan. The l-irst Nation has a 
total population of close to 1,020 members, with 
approximately 400 people resident oii-reseivc. 


irthem Affairs Canada will continue 
st Nations and other partners to ensure a supply of provide safe and clean 
an, safe drinking water in First Nations communi- water which will go a long 
way in promoting a health- 
This project will create new employment opportuni- ier community for our fam- 
and allow members of Standing Buffalo Dakota ilies. ” 
t Nation to gain the experience and expertise The project includes the 


BINGO GARDENS 


$ 52,000 


SUPER BINGO MAY z, 2001, 7:00 PM 

Tickets $45 00 One Master Book 
Tickets $65 00 One Master Pack 
Advance Tickets Available 
But Not Necessary 


May the Spiny season briny peace anb Well beiny 
to all 'first ''Nation people, from 

Henuey Inlet First Nation Health Centre 
Pickerel, Ontario POG 1J0 
Tel.: (705) 857-1221 • Fax: (705) 857-0730 

ftdmin Office 

Tel.: (705) 857-2331 • Fax: (705) 857-3021 
General Delivery, Pickerel, ON POG 1 JO 



CC CYCLE LTD. 

1 km North of Westlock Alberta 

Ph: 780-349-3343 Fax: 780-349-5776 


FREE 
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A time and place 

by Xavier Kataquapit 

When I think of my home community, 
Attawapiskat, on the James Bay coast, many of my 
memories have to do with certain landmarks or build¬ 
ings. When my parents first moved to the communi¬ 
ty there were very few buildings. By the time 1 was 
bom the community had developed quite a lot and 
there were many houses and community buildings. 

One of these buildings marked the many changes 
that took place in the community while I was growing 
up. In the 1960s and 70s Attawapiskat had a major 
sawmill operation that provided the community with 
plenty of local lumber for constructing new homes. 
One of the buildings that was created from this lum¬ 
ber was a large warehouse that was built on the edge 
of the then small town to store newly cut lumber. In 
time the sawmill business was slowly replaced by the 
development of acquiring lumber and plywood from 
modem mills in the south. The town also grew and 
soon the old warehouse, which continued to be used 
as storage for wood products, was located in the midst 
of a growing community. 

During this time, my parents acquired a new home 
across the street from this old green coloured building 
that I knew well in my childhood. This old warehouse 
held many memories for me. My younger brother 
Joseph and I spent many afternoons in the old build¬ 
ing collecting scrap pieces of wood blocks to bring 
home to play with. 1 come from a large family of 
eight brothers and sisters, so toys were a luxury we 
did not enjoy often. The wood blocks provided us 
with toys to play with. The old warehouse was also an 
exciting place for us as we often watched carpenters 
work and often we approached the building in awe of 
what was taking place inside. We would peek through 
the large double doors to spy on the various activities 
that took place there. 

As I grew older, new storage facilities were built 
further away from town and the old warehouse was no 
longer needed. The interior was then refinished and 
the exterior painted in bright white. It was now a 
community hall. At first it was the site of lively 
dances that lasted all night with live bands. Later on, 
the space was used for Bingo events and other major 
gatherings. 

In the mid 1980s, our local band office burned down 
in a major fire that consumed a complex of old build¬ 
ings that housed the community's administration. 
After this fire, the offices were temporarily set up at 
the community hall for about a year while a new band 
office was constructed. It was at about this time when 
the old white building was covered over in a new layer 


OPEN THE 
DOOR TO 
LITERACY 


An education is the key 
to your future 



APEETOGOSAN (METIS) 
DEVELOPMENT INC. 

Working for the future 
for all Metis people 
in the Province of Alberta 

PHONE 1-800-252-7963 
FAX: (780) 454-5997 




of exterior green coloured metal panelling. The 
change transformed the old centre into a temporary 
band office. 

After a new band office was built and the offices 
moved out of the community hall, dances and bingos 
were again held on a regular basis inside the old build¬ 



ing. The early 1990s was a time when the communi¬ 
ty hall began to be used as the site of major wedding 
receptions that featured great feasts for the entire 
community, I remember a period as a young teenager 
when several of my older cousins, brothers and sisters 
married in a succession of four or five years. The old 
building was the scene of fiddle music, step dancing, 
the pop and country sounds of the Nakogee Brothers 
and the Attawapiskat Rock Band (ARB). There was 
always something exciting happening within its walls. 

Sadly, a few years ago, the old building that had 
started out as a warehouse was destroyed by fire in a 
night time blaze that consumed the entire structure. A 
brand new home now sits on the site of the old com¬ 
munity hall. It's strange to think that a building car 
mark the passage of time and has such a prominent 
place in my childhood memories. Fortunately. M 
those younger than me, a new building was construct¬ 
ed a few years ago behind the local school through 
fund-raising efforts. The new Reg Louttit Sports 
Complex features a large gymnasium and indoor rink 
This state of the art building is used for local dances 
bingos and receptions and dinners and will provide i 
place for many more happy memories. 
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The Healing Journey 


Anglican deal with feds angers 
aboriginal community 


The Anglican Council of Indigenous Peoples ment. Archdeacon Beaidy, ir 
(ACIP) is critical of the recent agreement between the agreement "a small step in 
Anglican Church and the Government of Canada that 
the church contribute $25 million to help 


government bureaucrats did nothing help. In fact. 

ACIP Co-Chair, Andrew Wesley, said Aboriginal 
members of the Anglican Church of Canada want 
nothing to do with the deal. Wesley was particularly 
upset that the church’s top official. Archbishop 
Michael Peers, brushed off a request by the ACIP to 
postpone signing the government offer “until changes his decision.” 
were made to prevent revictimization of survivors and Peers could 
promote true healing and restoration.” 

Wesley said that over 27,000 Aboriginal members 
of the Anglican Church do not support the deal 
because it calls for school survivors to waive all cur¬ 
rent and future claims of compensation for such things 


One member of the ACIP, Lorraine Still, told media 
that the day before the signing took place, Archbishop 
Peers told a group of ACIP members that if he refused 
to sign the agreement he would have to resign. 

“He said he would have to sign it," she reported. 
‘We were disappointed, but we said we would honour 


reached for comment and the 
Anglican Church’s head office in Toronto did not 
return phone calls from Alberta Native News. 

Andrew Wesley told media that ACIP lawyers have 
warned them that the new deal could also put dampers 

any plans the church has to help Aboriginal In response to those 



loss of language and loss of culture. More impor- Canadians in their continuing struggle 


said Wesley, 
that the deal must 
before they 


for the Anglic: 


fishing and hunting rights and in their fight Bo 7 les ' 
as presented regarding land ownership, 
for physical The Anglican Journal 

received a statement from I 
the ACIP just before going 
' print. The statement 


and sexual abuse. 

“We are simply not going to sell our birthright for: 

:w dollars,” he assured. 

Meanwhile, the April edition of the Anglican said that if the agreement 
Ijoumal points out another disparaging aspect that proceeded as planned, it 

causes one to wonder just how solid, or legal, the would be. 

recent deal really is. According to the Journal, if made offtci 
and unfair pressure hadn’t been exerted by 


igned 
by the pri- 
behalf of the 


; church, no ACIP official would have signed the Anglican Church of 

deal in the first place. " ■ -. 

When federal Public Works Minister Ralph Goodale 
md Anglican primate 
Peers sat down to for¬ 
mally sign the agreement 
that limits Anglican 
Church responsibility at 
$25 million only two 
ACIP members were in 
attendance - the rest boy¬ 
cotted the signing. The 
Anglican Journal (April 
2003) reports that, “the 
sole ACIP member who 
attended, Elizabeth 
Beardy, did so as the 
rife of Archdeacon 
■arty Beardy, who is 
ree and was a member 
of the Anglican team that 
negotiated the agreement 
with the federal govem- 


Start your future NOW 

Fairview College offers programs in 
business, animal health technology, 
mechanics, equine studies, turfgrass 
management and much more. 

Apply now for September 2003 
Call 1-888-999-7882 
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i, the General Secretary 
Church of Canada, Archdeacon Jim 
sorry that they feel that 
Continued on Page 37 
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Saluting the hard work and dedicated efforts of First Nation 
students, their teachers and their families 


• Geotechnical Engineering 

• Materials Engineering and Testing 

• Environmental Services 


For more information, please vi 
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International 
Director, 

n response tc 
questions by Wisconsin- 
based, News from Indian 


but why 27 years later?” 
Bellecourt says he has- 
d from Looking 


only because of the police 
actions he witnessed i 
1973 and i 


tioned American Indian spoke to American Native media, said only that 
Movement (AIM) Pictou-Aquash “had been brought to my house as a 

Affairs place of refuge, a place to hide. I can’t say any more 
Vernon than that.” 

An article written by journalist, David Melmer, and 
printed in a recent issue of the Indian Country Today 
semi-monthly newspaper, says much of the controver- 
Country Editor, Paul sy and ultimately, most of the mystery, stems from the 
DeMain. “I’ve heard the fact that some AIM members who participated in the 
scuttlebutt and accusations protests of the 1970s were actually FBI informants, 
st Looking Cloud) - But no proof has been offered, with one exception, 
about who those people were. The one man who was 
identified, and who apparently admitted his undercov¬ 
er role as a police operative at Wounded Knee, is 
Cloud for more than 25 Doug Durham, a former AIM Chief Security Officer 
years, but says he remains and the man in charge of security at Wounded Knee in 
skeptical about his guilt if 1973. ' 

-tr mills have come up with a variety ot 

scenarios over the years and some have even accused 
l the years Pictou-Aquash as being the real FBI informant, 
though it doesn’t seem likely that she was the one to 

_ , 0 to court doc- finger Durham as a police informant. The FBI have 

uments, Pictou-Aquash often refused to comment on the incident, but when 
was last seen in the fall of they have, they’ve denied knowing any more than 
1975, several months after they’ve said - and until now that hasn’t been enough 
to arrest anyone for Pictou-Aquash’s murder. 

The Associated Press (Denver) printed a statement 
Cloud and Patton, alleged" from Pictou-Aquash’s daughters, who now reside in 
ly entered the Denver, Ontario and Nova Scotia, soon after they learned ol 
Colorado home of Troy Arlo Looking Cloud’s arrest. They said they’ve heard 
Lynn Yellow Wood, and the stories and the innuendoes over the years, but are 
took 30 year old Anna now simply relieved and pleased that authorities 
tuck with the case. 

“We have known for a long time that people have 
discussed amongst them¬ 
selves the events that led 
up to her death,” said | 
Denise Maloney Pictou 
and Debbie Maloney 
Pictou, “yet publicly have 
remained silent. We are 
inspired with the actions ol 
those who choose to coura¬ 
geously stand on their own 
and honor our mother - 


According tc 
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with 
integrity.” 

Looking Cloud, who 
homeless at the lime ol 
arrest, pled not guilty 
Denver court earlier this 
month, and is awaiting J 
decision on whether or in’* 
he will be transferred t 
South Dakota for trial 
American authorities and 
the R.C.M.P. are currently 
looking for John Graham 


Evergreen Memorial Gardens has a 
long tradition of respecting you r traditions. 


Ensure your personal and cultural wishes are observed by 
planning ahead with the professional who understands the 
Metis culture from a personal perspective. Deena Puscher 
is proud to provide information without obligation to help you 
honour your family's native heritage, while sparing 
loved ones from undue stress and financial pressure. 


For the Metis Perspective on final planning. 
Call Deena Puscher today. 


472-9007 or 1 800-663-1820 


Man arrested for 
1976 murder of 
activist 


When the frozen body of Anna Mae Pictou-Aquash 
was discovered on the Pine Ridge Reservation in 
South Dakota, in February of 1976, authorities deter¬ 
mined that she’d been dead for several months, the 
victim of a gunshot wound to the head. During the 
past 27 years, the story about Pictou-Aquash and her 
mysterious death has been told from a variety of per¬ 
spectives and created so many rumours that it’s diffi¬ 
cult to know just where to begin. But a meaningful 
end to the story may be close, and if American polic¬ 
ing authorities are correct, the many unanswered 


questions that involve tl 


DALE 

JOHNSTON, 

M.P. 

Federal Constituency 


#6. 4612 - 50 Street, 
Ponoka T4J 1S7 
Fax 403-783-5532 
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i, her life, her death 
and her circle of friends 
and compatriots, could 
soon be resolved. That’s 
because earlier this 
month, police in Denver, 
Colorado, arrested 49 
year old, Arlo Looking 
Cloud and charged him 
for the murder. They also 
issued an arrest warrant 
for a second suspect in the 


murder, John Graham 
Patton, who authori¬ 
ties say may be living 
somewhere in Canada. 

Pictou-Aquash, a 
member of Eastern 
Canada’s, Mi’kimaq 

of the protesting par¬ 
ticipants who oc 
pied the hamlet 
Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota, during a 
week standoff ' 
Federal Bureau 
Investigation (FBI 
authorities in 1973 
Artists and songwrit 
ers, including 
known Canadia 
ent, Buffy St. Marie 
have offered the ‘ 

including accusations 
that point the finger of 
racism and 
filled tactics at the 
FBI, something that 
America’s largest fed¬ 
eral investigation unit 
has repeatedly denied. 

“Why now? Why 
after 27 years?” ques- 
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Aboriginal 
poverty labelled 
Canada’s ugliest 
social problem 


Aboriginal poverty is Canada’s worst social wound 
and while remedying it will not be easy, ignoring the 
idence will make the task impossible, says a C.D. 
Howe report released last month. 

In an Institute Commentary, authors Helmar Drost a 
professor of economics and social and political 
thought at York University, and John Richards, 
Phillips Scholar In Social Policy and Fellow-in- 
Residence at the C.D. Howe Institute, who teaches in 
business faculty at Simon Fraser University, say 
i even at the highest education levels, aboriginals 
earn significantly less than their nonaboriginal peers. 

In the Commentary, "Income On- and Off-Reserve: 
How Aboriginals are Faring," the authors says: “Over 
the last two decades, aboriginal concerns moved to the 
centre of Canadian policy debates. However, most 
public attention has been devoted to on-reserve com¬ 
munities, which is inadequate: an increasing share of 
the aboriginal population lives off-reserve and in 

The authors say that while off-reserve aboriginals 
face often-severe social problems, census data show 
that they are faring significantly better than on-reserve 
aboriginals. 



Drost and Richards point out that their . 
present information — largely gleaned from the 1996 
census — that demonstrates the difficult conditions 
that many aboriginals face, rather than prescribing 
remedial policies. For example, they say that only half 
of all aboriginals have a high school education; on- 
reserve, only a third have completed high school. By 
contrast, among all Canadians 15 and older, an esti¬ 
mated two-thirds have secondary or post-secondary 
educations. That educational deficit helps explain the 


poverty in which many aboriginals live, the authors 


"For all their problems,’' aboriginals living off- 
reserve are faring significantly better than those living 
on-reserve," Drost and Richards say. 

The C.D. Howe Institute is Canada's leading inde¬ 
pendent, nonpartisan, nonprofit economic policy 
research institute. Its individual and corporate mem¬ 
bers are drawn from business, labour agriculture, uni¬ 
versities and the professions. 


Health report confirms urgency in 
First Nation communities 


increase in on-reserve population each year over the 
next five years (2003 to 2008). "With a young, grow¬ 
ing population, we need infrastructure funding and 
the tools to improve our socio-economic status in 
order to break out of our cycle of poverty and despair 
Assembly of First Nations National Chief Matthew results in the spread of communicable diseases such and j° in ,he rest of Canada in the 21st century." 

” ' " tuberculosis, which is 


Coon Come says this month's release of "A Statistical 
Profile on the Health of First Nations in Canada" 
confirms the urgency to improve the dismal health sta- 
‘ is of a young and growing First Nations population. 

The report, released by the First Nations and Inuit 
Health Branch (FNIHB) of Health Canada, presents a 
national description of the current health status of 
rst Nations people living on reserve. 

“The report details the already well-known dispari- 
health compared 


First Nations than the 
national average. 

“Contaminated water 
spreads viral diseases such 
as Hepatitis A, which is 12 
times higher in First 
Nations children than the 
i-Aboriginal national average, and 
Canadians. Most importantly, it highlights the health shigellosis - an acute and 
determinants that are directly related to our Third sometimes deadly intestin- 
World health status,” said National Chief Coon Come, al illness - which is 20 
Those socio-economic determinants include infra- times higher than the 
itructure, housing, employment, income, environ- national average.” 
nent, and education. So far, this government is more The 
preoccupied on spending millions of dollars to impose pointed 
unwanted colonial legislation on First Nations rather 

that will improve our 
quality of life. 

"You could open a new 
radical clinic on every 
feserve, but it still would- 
causes 

iuch as poor and crowded 
lousing, and inadequate 
sewage sys- 
:ms," said the National 
Chief. “Crowded housing 
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Under the Northern Sky 


Learning From 
Elders 

by Xavier Kataquapit 

I discovered at a young age that it was good to 
spend time with my Elders and learn from their expe¬ 
rience and knowledge. Growing up in my home com¬ 
munity of Attawapiskal I was able to spend lime with 
Elders who spent most of their lives on the land and 
held a great amount of knowledge of life in the wilder¬ 
ness and the traditions and culture of our people. 

When I travel to other areas beyond my home com¬ 
munity or to other parts of the world I still enjoy seek¬ 
ing out Elders to learn about other cultures and histo¬ 
ries around me. When I am exploring a new place it 
is always a privilege for me to be able to spend time 
with an Elder who is willing to share their life experi¬ 
ence and their knowledge of the land I am visiting. 

Recently, I travelled to Europe in southern Spain 
where I met an older couple, 

Ton (Antony) and Pop (Catharina) Lindeman, who 
are from Holland. Although Ton is 82 and Pop 73 
years of age these two surprised me with their love of 
life and their constant search to learn about the world 
around them. They started visiting Spain more than 
25 years ago and at one point lived along the southern 
coast of the country on a regular basis for 15 years. 

When I first met them I was amazed and happy to 
see that they still live an active, full and busy life. 
Their idea of retirement has long been about discov¬ 
ery and they always have many places to go, things to 
do and people to see on a regular basis. I was fortu¬ 
nate enough to spend time with them and learn about 
new and interesting places in southern Spain. We 
travelled together to the southern mountains, the 
Guajaras, of the country and visited beautiful and 
interesting little towns off the beaten path. They intro¬ 
duced me to places and people I would never have met 
on my own. They also educated me about the Spanish 
language and culture. When visiting some of the 
places that were familiar to them they were welcomed 
by old friends they had known for many years. 

During our time together they also shared their life 
experiences about living in Holland. They related 
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he ended up 
working in 

Their hard¬ 
ships were many but they managed to survive the war 
and prosper. They have one son, Roy, a successful 
businessman in Holland. 

This was the first time 1 had heard of war from the 
perspective of people who were there. They shared 
their experiences of this time and told me of the hard¬ 
ships and difficulties they faced. They talked about 
situations and circumstances that left them with terri¬ 
ble images that remain in their memories. Pop shared 
her memories of fear and anxiety when her family 
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lived close to a German V-rocket launch site. She 
remembers listening to rockets being sent across the 
English Channel while huddled in bed with herfrfmi- 
ly at night. Ton’s experiences were difficult is well 
and he had to deal with leaving hlS standing as a 
national champion figure skater as he was forced to 
work for those who occupied the courtfry- His stories 
grew dark as he related some bf the images and expe¬ 
riences he recalled when whole towns and armies 
were bombed out by high flying aircraft during the 
conflict. 

I know it was difficult for both Ton and Pop to share 
their memories and recollections of the war. Their 
eyes filled with tears when they talked about the death 
and destruction they witnessed. Yet, I was really 
moved by the fact that they had put all of this behind 
them and held no grudges. They do have an opinion 

about war though.they believe that there is never 

the need to go to war and that things can be settled in 
some other way. I don’t think anyone could ever con¬ 
vince Ton and Pop that any war is just. They have 
first hand experience that proves there is no justice in 
war. They have reaffirmed my own belief that we 
should all say no to war or some day we will have 10 
pay the price for not standing up to those who believe 
that there is a place for war in our world. Meegweich 
to Ton and Pop for their words of wisdom, their 
humour, kindness and willingness to share what they 
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Tlicho 

Agreement 

completed 

The Tlicho Agreement has been completed and ini¬ 
tialled by the Chief Negotiators of the Dogrib Treaty 
11 Council, the Government of Canada and the 
Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT). 
The ratification process has now begun. 

The Tlicho Agreement is the first agreement in the 
Northwest Territories to combine both land claim and 
self-government elements. The Tlicho Agreement 
incorporates changes made by the chief negotiators 
following the information exchange period. During 
this period. Aboriginal groups, special interest groups 
and the general public met with the negotiators and 
provided comments on the Tlicho Agreement. The 
agreement was also revised to ensure that it was com¬ 
patible with an overlap agreement concluded between 
the Tlicho and the Deh Cho First Nations, and with an 
overlap agreement signed between the Tlicho and the 
Akaitcho First Nations. 

“This historic agreement builds upon a long stand¬ 
ing relationship with Governments that began in 1921, 
with Chief Monfwi,” said Grand Chief Joe Rabesca. 
“It puts into words in greater detail how we will work 
together on matters important to all of us." “This 
Agreement will give the Tlicho people the tools to 
exercise greater control over their day-to-day lives 
and their future. With land and self-government 
arrangements in place, the Tlicho will be more self- 
sufficient and will be able to make a tangible, positive 
difference to the quality of life of their citizens and 
communities,” said Robert Nault, Minister of Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development (DIAND). 

“I commend the negotiators for completing the 
Tlicho Agreement," said Jim Antoine, Minister of 
Aboriginal Affairs, Government of the Northwest 
■Territories. “This initialling brings all parties closer to 
Ratification of the Tlicho Agreement, which, once rat¬ 
ified, will be the first comprehensive self-government 
and land claim agreement in the NWT.” 

An Eligibility Committee will oversee the voting 
and enrolment processes and will provide eligible 
voters with information on the Tlicho Agreement. For 
more information on the ratification process, please 

ntact the Tlicho Agreement Eligibility Committee 

867-766-3391 or visit their website at www.tli- 
choenroll.com 

The self-government portion of the Agreement 
includes the establishment of the Tlicho Government 
which would have law-making powers to manage 
Tlicho land and resources, and to protect Tlicho lan- 
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guage, heritage and culture. Existing local govern¬ 
ments in the four Tlicho communities of Behcho Ko 
(Rae-Edzo), Wha Ti (Lac la Martre), Gameti (Rae 
Lakes) and Wekweti (Snare Lake) would be replaced 
by Tlicho community governments. 

Once successfully ratified, the Tlicho Agreement 
will be signed by representatives of the Parties. After 
the Agreement is signed, the GNWT and the 
Government of Canada would pass settlement legisla¬ 
tion to bring the Tlicho Agreement into effect. 
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Art and Culture 


Mi’kmaq culture 
honoured by 
Prince Edward 
Island tourists 


by H. C. Miller 

The Mi’kmaq community of Lennox Island, located 
in the east-central portion of picturesque Prince 
Edward Island, is ensuring that Mi'kmaq culture is 
preserved and appreciated by local residents and 
tourists alike. 

Indian Art and Craft of North America is located on 
the reserve on Lennox Island, which is linked to the 
main island by paved road and bridge. Beadwork, pot¬ 
tery, carvings, drums, pipes, headdresses and moc¬ 
casins are just a few of the tradtional items featured 
for viewing and for sale in the shop, located over¬ 
looking beautiful Malpeque Bay. The shop specializes 
in Mi'kmaq ash-splint baskets and birch-bark novelty 

The area has long been revered in Aboriginal folk¬ 
lore, explained on a plaque displayed outside the 
Cultural Centre which reads, "Untold generations of 
Aboriginal people have respected and cherished these 
lands and waters. Archeological evidence and oral tra- 
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Do you like to work with your hands and earn 
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Journeywoman Start is a 3-week program 
where you will learn entry-level trade skills 
and theory, hand and power tool use, and 
workplace safety. Learning is reinforced with 
hands on experience. 

This program is for women who are serious 
about entering a career in non-traditional 
trades. There is no tuition for participants. 

Classes fill up fast. APPLY NOWI 
For more information call 
Women Building Futures at 
(780)452-1200 or 
1-866-452-1201 within Alberta 
www.womenbuildingfutures.com 
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dedicated to the Elders of the community fpr their 
wisdom and knowledge that they have dedicated to 
their people. An interpretive display which explains 
the history of the Mi'kmaq through artifacts, cultural 
awareness, and educational activities is well attended 
by tourist and local residents alike. But the story does¬ 
n't end here. On May 24, 2002, the Honourable 
Robert Nault, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development, announced an investment of $250, 000 
to assist with the third phase of the Lennox Island 
First Nation Aboriginal Eco-Tourism Program. This 
phase of the project will see the construction of a 


Nature Trail, "The Path of Our Forefathers," 
Adventure Centre on Lennox Island. 

The project will provide space for business devel¬ 
opment, including traditional food services, and great¬ 
ly assist in showcasing Mi’kmaq culture to area 
tourists. The construction represents an important 
addition to the Aboriginal Eco-tourism project as the 
Mi'kmaq strive to meet goals of a 10-year plan of 
strengthening the community's economy and culture. 
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ditions indicate a Native 
presence on the shores of 
the Bay dating back 10,000 
years. Their spiritual attach¬ 
ment to this place endures 
Malpeque Bay with a sig¬ 
nificance which all 
Canadians can appreciate." 

The Ecotourism Complex 
features the Minegoo Cate 
where traditional foods 
have proven popular with 
tourists. The Maskwi 
Nature Store and Outdoor 
Adventure Centre treats vis¬ 
itors to guided deep-sea 
fishing and nature excur¬ 
sions. Another enterprise is 
the Mi'kmaq Kayak 
Adventures, which features 
24-hour trips unparalleled 
for natural beauty and 
scenery. Visiting uninhabit¬ 
ed islands, the tours give 
participants an unequalled 
look of secluded sand 
dunes, beaches and peace¬ 
ful paddling experiences. 

Even more spectacular, 
though, is the fact that these 
numerous businesses are 
staffed by the members of 
the Lennox Island First 
Nation, population 245. The 
story behind the location of 
the First Nation is a happy 
one in that the land was 
reclaimed from European 
hands by the Aboriginal 
Protection Society (APS) which bought Lennox 
Island for 400 pounds on June 2, 1870, giving the 
Mi'kmaq people title to their traditional lands. When 
PEI entered confederation in 1873, giving it status as 
a province of Canada, the agreement was honoured. 
The Island further gained "special" reserve status in 
the passing of the Indian Act in 1876. 

Traditional ways have been passed down from gen¬ 
eration to generation for thousands of years, although 
they came close to extinction at one time. Slowly and 
steadily, die Mi’kmaq people are regaining the spiri¬ 
tual existence taught by their forefathers and demon¬ 
strated in the art work and hand crafted items. The 
Lennox Island Mi'kmaq Cultural Centre officially 
opened on June 28, 2000 by the Honorable Governor 
General of Canada Adrienne Clarkson. The Centre is 
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About Our Cover Artist 


Artist Profile 
D.B. Pawis 

My name is Daniel Beatty Pawis, I am 
Anishinabe from Shawanaga First Nation Ojibway 
near Parry Sound. Ontario. Yes, I’m one of Ralph's 
original Eastern Bums but I evolved into a Western 
Bum and a dam proud one! 

While I do not feel obligated to share my given 
■ native” name, it does translate to Fast Moving 
Sky. I sign my artwork with a double “S” in hon¬ 
our of my great Grandfather whose signature 
appeared the same way on the Robinson Huron 
Treaty way back when the Hudson Bay Company 
was really ripping us off. 

I discovered colour at an early age when I first 
started eating my Crayolas. Now I just nibble on 
my brushes cuz old habits die hard. My first con¬ 
flict with the law came about because we did some 
unsolicited artwork on the back of our school... 
kind of ironic that today I get paid for something 
quite similar, it’s still Graffiti. 

Colour is one of the things we often take for 
granted, the world around us would be pretty dull 
if it were only Black and White. Today's art mar¬ 
ket is a phenomenal dedication to the Creator’s 


original 

the artist's 
responsibility 
to translate 
legends, tradi¬ 
tions and 
prophecies. 
It’s also the 
perfect medi- 

pret dreams 
and ideas. 
Once our chil¬ 
dren discover 
how to colour 
their worlds, 
we are blessed 



with their visions of the world around them. 

How we interpret our worlds depends on our 
individual outlook. It also reflects our dreams, 
demons and desires. My artwork has joined col¬ 
lections in Russia, Holland and Britain, and as far 
south as Arizona and New Mexico. 1 have exhibit¬ 
ed in Alberta. Saskatchewan, and Ontario. I’m for¬ 
tunate to be a featured artist in 2 Ontario school 
textbooks. My work has allowed me to meet alot 
of very nice people. I look forward to meeting 
more. 


When I moved to Alberta 19 years ago, 1 didn't 
think I’d wind up staying here. I’ve been very for¬ 
tunate to leam the many lessons the Plains people 
have shared with me. 1 still have lots to leant, 1 still 
have lots to share. 1 hope you enjoy whut I've 
shared so far. 

All my Relations, 


AFN accuses 

continued from page 2 

members from other parties, and arrogantly disregard¬ 
ing the testimony of hundreds of First Nations wit¬ 
nesses. The Minister himself has taken punitive action 
gainst our peoples and governments for not support- 
ig his new Indian Act. And they claim they can lec- 
ire ( First Nations about openness and accountability?" 
Oh April 2, only two days after the hearings 
rapped-up, Liberal members tried to move directly to 
nending the legislation - even though the vast major¬ 
ity of witnesses told the Committee not to amend it but 
scrap it outright - and to limit debate to ten minutes 
per amendment. 

NDP Committee Member Pat Martin launched into a 
spontaneous filibuster that continued into the next day. 
The Liberals used illegitimate procedures to cut him 
i BQ Committee member Yvan Loubier launched 
filibuster of his own. BQ MP Yvan Loubier had 
physical threats and insults hurled at him during an in- 
i session. The situation deteriorated to the point 
that both Martin and Loubier raised points of order in 
the House of Commons on April 3rd. 

‘The Liberal Chair used disgraceful language 
iworthy of his office and unworthy of the institution 
: respect,” said MP Loubier. “If the Liberals truly 
believe they can defend this colonial legislation then 
they should have the fortitude to do so in an open, 
democratic, and respectful process. The fact they’re 
resorting to cursing and name-calling reveals their des¬ 
peration." 

"It's clear that the Liberal government cannot defend 
their new Indian Act and do not want to listen to the 
'oices of First Nations so they’re trying to avoid a full 
and open debate," said MP Martin. “I raised my voice 


in defense of Parliamentary democracy and First 
Nations rights, and the Liberals raised their voices to 
try and shout me down. This issue is too important for 
First Nations and Canada to be the subject of game¬ 
playing and procedural trickery. This is not an MP pay 
raise. We’ll all pay the price if this legislation goes 
through.” 

“First Nations have been ignored and intimidated all 
through the Governance Act process,” said Chief Fox. 
“Less than 1 percent of First Nations citizens took part 
in the initial consultations, and the majority of those 
who did spoke against the legislation. The Minister 
inflated the numbers by including anonymous calls to 
a 1-800 line and through the Indian Affairs website, 
and created and funded First Nations organizations 
that would support his legislation.” 

This pattern continues through the Committee 
process. An AFN staff member and a Canadian Press 
reporter tried to attend a Committee meeting on the 
evening of April 7 and both were ordered to leave and 
ejected by Committee Chair Bonin. Grand Chief 
Margaret Swan and an assistant attended a Standing 
Committee meeting on April 8 and. when they tried to 
raise their concerns, were forcibly ejected by the Hill 
Security at the order of the Chair. 

Grand Chief Swan stated: “The ’Nault cult’ are fol¬ 
lowing the example set by their leader, using thuggery 
and strong-arm tactics to try and ram this Bill through 
the Committee. The Minister’s background as a rail¬ 
way man is obvious in the way he’s trying to railroad 
this Bill through Parliament. We’d prefer to work in 
partnership with the government, just as the Treaties 
say we should, but if they 
try and roll over us I guar¬ 
antee we will de-rail that 


“I applaud the members of the Standing Committee 
that are committed to holding the government account¬ 
able to the general public and First Nations," said 
National Chief Coon Come. "If the Liberal govern¬ 
ment and the Minister of Indian Affairs are truly com¬ 
mitted to democracy they’ll listen to the vast majority 
of people who say no to the Governance Act, no to 
colonialism, and yes to a process that respects 
Aboriginal and TVeaty rights and respects Canada’s 
Constitution that recognizes those rights. Their 
actions in the coming duys will reveal where they 
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Johnny does it 
his way 

by Harold Sigalet 
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After the sun dropped in a blaze of orange and scar¬ 
let behind Ihc dark filigree of the pines, an enormous 
moon sauntered above the jagged tree-tops and trans¬ 
formed the forest into streams of silver. 

In an opening by a cold mountain stream, the aged 
Native, Johnny Jack, decided to camp for the evening 
and have a good night’s rest for him and his dogs. 

Johnny had shot a moose that day. He and his dogs 
were packing the meat back to where his friends 
lived and where he would smoke it over alder 
wood and share with his friends. When he had 
butchered the moose early in the morning, he placed 
the heart of a stick pointing at the heavens as a gratu¬ 
ity to the animal spirits. This was a ritual Johnny never 
forgot to undertake. 

After feeding his dogs, Johnny started a little fire 
and while cooking a moose steak encased in green 
willow sticks, he placed a large chunk of moose liver 
on his campfire. The meat sizzled and bubbled like 
morning porridge. The slow, curling smoke twisted 
the cooking odours upwards into the star-filled heav¬ 
ens and disappeared amongst the ghostly, fluctuating 
bands of aurora borealis. To Johnny Jack, the mysteri¬ 
ous ribbons of northern lights, fading from bright to 
dull and back to light as they pictured the steely, cold 
sky, were his ancestors and the spirits enjoying them¬ 
selves in that unknown world beyond; a world that he sincere 
could not comprehend but a world about which he Natives who 
loved to dream and fantasize. And when he meditated tenaciously 

gOtf "” 0 his heart and c | unE t c som e of 
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cruel, inhospitable, northern winters, nature raised 
Johnny to be a kind person, thoughtful and consider¬ 
ate of others. For him, the placing of a piece of meat 
on the fire was an honest gift direct to the gods from 
his heart. It was his way of thanking the spirits not 
only for aiding him in finding a'moose that day but 
also for providing all things on earth. r 

Johnny's philosophies were innate. He liked his 
own beliefs. They were meaningful to him. He just 
could not abandon his own world for any white man s 
religion. 

Once, an over-zealous but well-meaning preacher 
(one of those preachers who was convinced that God 
put him on earth especially to convert those whom he 
considered sinners) ordered Johnny, in the name of 
God, to give up his “savage” and “heathen" practices 
and attend church to be saved and become a good 
Christian. But the stubborn Johnny preferred to stick 
with his own ideas about the super-natural. With 
thoughtful and careful preparation. Johnny slowly 
Continued on Page 33 
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McLeod Lake 

continued from page 20 

The First Nations Land Management Initiative 
offers First Nations the ability to create modem tools 
of governance over their lands and resources, specifi¬ 
cally with respect to developing land codes; passing 
laws (in areas such as the environment and matrimo¬ 
nial real property); enforcing laws; establishing inter¬ 
governmental relationships with provincial and 
municipal governments; and clarifying the legal status 
of Bands and Band Councils. This Initiative has 
proven to be successful in building First Nations' 
capacity in the area of land management and increas¬ 
ing economic development opportunities on reserve. 
The Initiative is a tool First Nations have said they 
need to provide the freedom and responsibility to 
manage their own reserve lands, natural resources, 
and revenues in a way that works best for them. It 
allows First Nations to make timely business and 
administrative decisions without having to get 
approval by the Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development. 

In the transition process of coming under the 
Initiative, a participating First Nation will develop a 
land code setting out the basic rules for the new land 
regime. The land code is developed with the full 
involvement of the community and must be ratified by 
voting members living both on and off-reserve. The 
First Nation also enters into an individual agreement 
with the Government of Canada to determine the level 
of operational funding for land management and to set 
out the specifics of their transition to the new regime. 
Once the land code and the agreement are adopted by 
the First Nation membership and are in effect, the land 
administration provisions of the Indian Act no longer 
apply to that community. 


Johnny does it 

continued from page 32 

replied, “I do not need a preacher. I do not need a 
church. My church is inside me. I give my thanks and 
rifts not to preachers and churches but direct to my 
God. The God that I understand.” 

; The kind, old Johnny was bom with a heart of 
Yukon gold. But, unlike the metallic gold, his heart 
was altruistic. Without invitation, his altruism flowed 
as natural as a fresh mountain stream. On this trip he 
was hunting for meat for the winter; not for himself 
but so that his fellow men would not go hungry. 

Sitting around the fire Johnny and his dogs thought 
about things. And he talked to his dogs. And they lis¬ 
tened. “As the white men moved into the north, their 
spirits moved in with them and gradually became 
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more important than Indian spirits." The dogs perked 
their ears. They understood what he was saying. “The 
voices of my spirits are becoming very dim. 
Sometimes I can see them preparing the opening in 
the sky so that I can enter. Soon they will be calling 
for me. I am growing very old and the time is near 
when I will need to enter the world of the spirits." 

Deep in thought, old Johnny gazed, as if hypno¬ 
tized, at the fire for a long time. His dogs started doz¬ 
ing off. He decided he should talk to them a little 
more. He felt a strong urge to express some of his 
thoughts out loud. His dogs were good listeners. 
“Young Indians today have forgotten our ancient 
ways. Many no longer know how to live with the land 
and with the spirits any more. They have become soft 
They depend on the Band office for hand outs. They 
have become selfish, thinking only of themselves. 
They are the me, me, me generation. Some are addict¬ 
ed to drugs and alcohol. Some arc becoming worse 
drunkards than white men." He chuckled at his own 
sense of humour, a tickling humour common to a lot 
of Natives. Around the fire, doggy smiles joined him. 


The nearby stream tinkled applauding chuckles. 

As the names of his fire flickered low and billions 
of sparkling jewels replaced the dancing aurora bore¬ 
alis in the sky of cobalt, the old man and his dogs 
slipped into slumberland to dream of the unknown. 

When the sun poked his shining head over the 
mountain top, burning away the morning mist 
amongst the spruce and pine trees, Johnny fitted the 
dogs with their pack sacks. After leaving a gift of 
tobacco by a tree for the spirits, Johnny strapped on 
his packboard and they were off on their slow journey 
homeward. 

With an ample supply of meat for his friends, 
Johnny and his faithful dogs were in an exceptionally 
happy mood. And the world around them joined in 
their happiness. 

He knew that the spirits were pleased with him. He 
knew it because he could sense a serenity deep within 
his infinite self. A serenity that only a Higher Power 
could grant him. And he was grateful to the Higher 
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Focusing Our Resources 


Government 
financing still a 
pipeline option 


A recent announcement in Ottawa by Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development Minister, Robert Nault, 
has turned the tide in favour of the Aboriginal Pipeline 
Group (APG), an entity representing numerous north¬ 
ern Alberta and Northwest Territories (NWT) First 
Nations groups interested in pursuing an economic 
venture that will put food on the tables and dollars in 
the pockets of northern Aboriginal communities for 
years to come. Nault's announcement, that govern¬ 
ment would leave the financing option open and if 
necessary, come up with the nearly $75 million need¬ 
ed by the APG to fund its share of the pipeline pro¬ 
ject’s preliminary work, contradicted earlier state¬ 
ments by Natural Resources Minister Herb Dhaliwal, 
who said that government wasn't in the business of 
loaning money. But it isn’t likely that government will 
find it necessary to fund the APG, not now that a deal 
with TransCanada Pipeline is in the making. 

The Senior Vice President of Aboriginal Banking 
for the Bank of Montreal, Ron Jamieson, was right 
last winter when he called the pipeline deal "a com¬ 
plex transaction involving a large number of stake¬ 
holders, some of whom will have competing objec¬ 
tives," but Nault's recent announcement will likely 
support his further claim that, “in our opinion, financ¬ 
ing for high quality projects of this nature can be 
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arranged amongst Canadian institutional 

Interest in the project by TransCanada 
Pipelines, a large and well-established ; 
Canadian firm with ties to some of the 
biggest pipeline contractors in the world, 
is no secret. They’ve been pursuing the 
idea for some time, though the first 
reports of their interest didn’t surface 
until February this year when word came 
that they were about to strike a deal, pro¬ 
viding they were given a lead role in the 
construction stage of the project. 

APG Chairman, Fred Carmichael, told 
media earlier this month that they were 
indeed talking to TransCanada, and that 
progress was being made. But he added, 

“when you’re in negotiations of this size, 
it’s difficult to give a definite date of com¬ 
pletion.” Carmichael said the deal would 
not be rushed. 

The Aboriginal Pipeline Group, based 
in Inuvik, NWT, has been seeking a part¬ 
ner for some time and has never shown 
any indication that they can be pushed 
into a bad deal. But when Minister 
Dhaliwal put a damper on any prospects 
or hopes the APG had with his speech a 
few months ago, the group was forced to 
look elsewhere, perhaps even internation¬ 
ally for the funding they'd need for their 
share of the deal. The APG is already in debt to the 
tune of $70 million, that’s what they owe for work 
already done - another $80 million or so will also be 
needed to finance their share in the next phase of the 
operation. Carmichael told media that he isn't about to 
throw the baby out with the bath-water. 

“This is a large deal for the Aboriginal people and 
we must make sure that we get the best possible deal,” 

The APG has a one-third interest in the estimated $4 
billion project. The other share of the deal belongs to 
an oil and gas producers' consortium that includes 
Imperial Oil Resources, Exxon Mobile Canada, Gulf 
Resources Canada and Shell Canada. The consortium 
has been waiting patiently and quietly on the side¬ 
lines, though they are anxious to gel the project under¬ 
way. Delay costs money and even if construction 
started tomorrow, it would be at least four years 
before the first fuels flow. It's been nearly two years 
since the oil producers' consortium negotiated a deal 
and signed an agreement with all eight major 
Aboriginal groups in the north, including the Dene 
Cho, the one group who originally had problems with 
the environmental aspects of the agreement. But the 
lack of money for the 
APG's end of the deal, cre¬ 
ated by the natural wari¬ 
ness that big businesses 
have when federal govern¬ 
ments appear to turn their 
thumbs down, may no 
longer be an issue. 

Minister Nault has made 
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it clear that he « 
“option" to finance l 


same way. Fred Carmichael told media that his group 
has never put any real pressure on government 
finance the deal and there's a reason for it. 

“We feel very strongly,” said Carmichael, “th 
we’ve got a good enough deal that it is finance-able 
the commercial market, and as a rule government 
loans or guarantees are sort of a last resort." 

When the U.S. Energy Bill met its quick demise 
early last fall it also meant an end to the heavily spon¬ 
sored Alaska Pipeline project - a could-be competitive 
enterprise run by American pipeliners. That could 
change, especially since it seems unlikely that U.S. 
President Bush will not get the support he needs in the 
Senate to open the Arctic Wildlife Refuge to oil explo¬ 
ration and development, something he’s been urging 
since his inauguration to the presidency. 

Perhaps that is one of the reasons why the noncha¬ 
lant, or at least quietly pessimistic attitudes that for the 
past year have left little more than a pilot light burn¬ 
ing on the once-celebrated possibility of seeing 
Canadian involvement in the much talked about 
Mackenzie Valley pipeline project, have disappeared. 
There's a new excitement in the air that has govern¬ 
ment changing its mind and industry readying itself 
for economic recovery and future reward. Now af 
that’s needed is a finalization to the deal current!) 
underway between the APG and TransCanad: 
Pipeline. 

INAC Minister Robert Nault, who recently attended 
an oil and gas conference in Houston, Texas, 
media that he found “overwhelming support ii 
U.S. oil and gas industry for a northern pipeline 
selected by market forces, and a clear signal from 
industry that there is momentum behind the 
Mackenzie Valley route. In Canada, especially 
North, there is tremendous potential for creating job» 
and promoting economic development through oil and 
gas development." 
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Forestry program renewed 
until 2008 


Innovative forestry initiatives in First Nations com¬ 
munities will continue to receive support from the 
Government of Canada. Robert Naidt, Minister of 
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC). and 
Herb Dhaliwal. Minister of Natural Resources Canada 
(NRCan). recently announced that the Government of 
Canada will renew the First Nations Forestry Program 
(FNFP) until March 31. 2008. 

“The FNFP has played a major role in creating eco¬ 
nomic development opportunities and encouraging 
First Nations to participate in the forest sector.'said 



the FNFP aims to improve access 
to economic development in these 
communities by providing the 
opportunity to enhance their capac¬ 
ity to manage forests; operate and 
participate in forest-based busi¬ 
nesses: and increase cooperation 
and partnerships among First 
Nations. This program enables 
First Nations to increase their 
forestry-related knowledge, capa- 

ness skills which 
is essential to 
increasing their 
participation in 
Canada's forest 


1996, the FNFP 
has supported 
more than 1,300 
projects with $34 
million in federal 
contribution fund¬ 
ing and $63 mil¬ 
lion in partnered 
funding, creating 
more than 74,000 
weeks of work and helping 5,( 
First Nations workers gain valuable 


Spirit Man 

by Michelle Langshaw 


My spirit soars with the eagle into a past life 
A time of prairie grass, teepees and buffalo 
1 fly through the night on a golden horse with drums 
calling to me through the setting sun 

1 am a warrior strong and proud. 

1 have fought many battles and hunted the buffalo. 

I am a spirit man. 

And the spirits guide me to the buffalo w hen the young 

I take what 1 need from Mother Karth and give thanks 
through the drums of my ancestors 
I have fought my last battle. 


An arrow has found its mark and I lay dying in the arms 
of my creator. 

I am laid to rest with my bow, arrows and spirit pouch to 
help me on my long journey. 

The wolf, my spirit animal, comes to take me to a better 
place. 


l&JlbuA 

b Minister Nault. “This program has attained its objec- located 
" fives beyond all expectations, I am very pleased to 
announce its renewal, and it is our hope that this will 
provide long-term stability to the program." “During 
the past seven years, the FNFP has been a very suc¬ 
cessful Government-First Nations partnership," said 
Minister Dhaliwal. “With the renewal of this program, 
the Government of Canada can continue to help First 
Nations communities and workers gain valuable expe¬ 
rience in managing our forests.” 

The Government of Canada will contribute $6.5 
million per year — $3.25 million from INAC and 
$3.25 million from NRCan — for the next five years 
to support the FNFP. This is an increase of $2 million 
per year from previous years. 

Open to all First Nations communities in Canada, 


The FNFP is known for its excellence and achieve- 
tents. The Treasury Board Secretariat recognized it 
' its February 2001 Report to Parliament as one of 
job experience. As well, some 375 the 12 outstanding programs within the Government 
communities, or approximately 61 of Canada. It was also selected as a successful exam- 
percent, of the 612 First Nations in pic of interdepartmental cooperation in the May 2000 
Canada participate in the program; report of the Commissioner of the Environment and 
the majority of these communities arc Sustainable Development of the Office of the Auditor 
tl and remote areas. As the non- General of Canada. 

Aboriginal workforce ages and as First Nations com- 
munities gain more'access to forest resources through 
treaties, land entitlements and other agreements, the 
FNFP continues to provide opportunities to First 
Nations. 
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§H Protecting Mother Earth 




Conservation 
strategy needed 
to secure a 
future for 
Banff’s grizzlies 

Many think of Banff National Park as a haven for 
grizzly bears, but for the last two years grizzlies have 
been dying at five times the target set out in the Banff 
National Park management plan. This unsustainable 
mortality rate, coupled with the sheer volume of 
development and visitation in such important grizzly 
bear habitat, has prompted the Bow Valley Grizzly 
Bear Alliance, the Alberta Wilderness Association and 
Wildcanada.net to call for the development and 
implementation of a comprehensive grizzly bear con¬ 
servation strategy for Banff National Park. 

The Bow Valley Grizzly Bear Alliance released a 
report this month entitled "The Bear Necessities: A 
Grizzly Bear Conservation Strategy for Banff 
National Park." The report provides a scientifically 
defensible and socially responsible blueprint for 
ensuring that grizzly bears remain an integral part of 
Banff’s natural and cultural heritage. It pulls together 
the latest science-based recommendations to highlight 
some of the strategies necessary to decrease human- 
caused mortality rates, ensure grizzlies have access to 
secure and effective habitat, and ensure connectivity 
between good habitat within and outside the Park. 

"Clearly efforts to date have not been enough to 
secure a future for grizzly bears within the Park," says 
Grizzly Bear Alliance program director Tracey 
Henderson. "The National Parks Act states that parks 



should be managed first and foremost for ecological 
integrity and yet grizzly bears, one of the indicator 
species for Banff Park's ecological integrity, are dying 
at an unsustainable rate." Henderson added that much 
of the information and management strategies neces¬ 
sary for protecting grizzly bears are known; what is 
lacking is the political will and financial backing to 
implement them." 

The 1997 Banff National Park Management Plan is 
currently undergoing its five-year review. "The Bear 
Necessities” suggests that a comprehensive grizzly 
bear conservation strategy should be implemented as 
part of the review process, which will end early this 
summer. The public will have a chance to comment on 
the management plan at a series of open houses being 
held in Calgary. Banff, Lake Louise and Canmore or 
via an on-line questionnaire through the Parks Canada 
website. "Canadians have a choice to make," says 
Stephen Legault of Wildcanada.net. “We can choose 
continued commercial development in Banff National 
Park, or we can choose grizzly bears. Over the long 
run we can't choose both." 

Banff's grizzly bears lie at the heart of a provincial 


grizzly bear population that is in serious trouble. Last 
spring the Alberta government’s Endangered Species 
Conservation Committee recommended that grizzly 
bear be listed as a species “threatened” with extinc¬ 
tion. Nigel Douglas, outreach coordinator with the 
Alberta Wilderness Association, says “Increasing 
threats to grizzlies from expanding human use of bear 
habitat outside the Park makes it even more important 
that Banff be managed as a core refuge for grizzly 
bears in the Central Rockies Ecosystem.” 

“The Bear Necessities” also includes results from a 
recent survey of Banff Park’s visitors. These surveys 
show overwhelming support for measures aimed at 
protecting grizzly bears. Over 80% of respondents 
supported hiking and camping restrictions to protect 
grizzly bear habitat and 98% believed it is important 
to protect the grizzly bear from extinction. “With 
overwhelming public support and the clear scientific 
evidence of a grizzly population in trouble, there is no 
need to wait any longer to take the necessary steps to 
ensure a future for this magnificent species. It’s the 
right thing to do environmentally, socially and eco¬ 
nomically,” says Henderson. 



of Brand Name Equipment A Cleaning Supplies 



18 locations throughout Western Canada 

Coll Toll Free 

1-800-451-1533 

Environmentally Friendly Products 


Heritage Family Services 

Ms 

Heritage, Family Services provides care for 
children and youth who require structured 
support and treatment. Physical care, 
counselling and community advocacy are some 
ol the services provided by highly trained staff. 
Heritage Family Services is an equal 
opportunity employer. 

We look forward to processing your application 
to become a member of our team. 

For information on any of our programs, 
we can be reached at the following: 

#300, 4825 - 47 Street, Red Deer, AB T4N 1R3 
Telephone 403-343-3422 
Fax. 403-343-9293 


Making Technology Work 
to Build a Better World 

CH2M HILL Canada Limited is a full-service, 
project delivery firm, committed lo developing 
innovative, practical, sustainable solutions 
for our dients. 


Water • Wastewater • Water Resources 
Environmental Management • Energy Management 
Industrial Systems 


Toronto: (416) 499-9000 Calgary: (403) 237-4300 
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Project promotes and 
protects healthy 
shorelines 


by Jaci Metivier 

Adams Lake Band became concerned in 1999 
hat the pressures of increasing population and recre- 
itional activity on Shuswap Lake were harming 
ihorelines and water quality. Salmon fty from the 
ams River spend their early years in the lake and 
dependent on clean water and healthy shorelines 
their survival. The tourism industry, a key part of 
region’s economy, also relies on the pristine shore- 
;s and unspoiled waters of the lake. But were 
ireline residents, those who lived on leased band 
and as well on private property, concerned as well, 
nd did they know what they could do? 

A survey of local leaseholders revealed that they 
are interested in learning more about what they 
uld do to look after their piece of shoreline. With 
; help of the Living by Water Project, the Adams 
ike Band began a two-year program involving site 
sits and delivery of information packages to shore- 
ie residents both on and off band land. Over 1700 
ckages were distributed informing homeowners 
bout regulations, guidelines and opportunities for 
reserving and restoring foreshore fish habitat. 

hand purchased 400 copies of "On the Living 
dge - Your Handbook for Waterfront Living" for dis- 
ibution. Written by Sarah Kipp and Clive Callaway 
f the Living by Water Project, the book is a resource 
ir shoreline residents, offering practical tips and 
Jvice that will also benefit their shorelines. Editions 
ir Alberta and Ontario have now been published, and 
combined Saskatchewan/Manitoba edition will be 
■ ailable after May 1, 2003. 

Last spring, the Living by Water project launched 
ie Community-based Action Program for Shorelines 
:APS) to provide groups - First Nations, municipal- 
ies, conservation and stewardship groups, realtors. 


government agen- 

training and high- 
quality, ready-to- 
use stewardship 



learning to 
increase their effi¬ 
ciency and effec¬ 
tiveness in work¬ 
ing with perma¬ 
nent and seasonal 
shoreline resi¬ 
dents, community 
groups can, in 
turn, protect their 
water quality, 
maintain habitat 
for fish and other 
wildlife, and 


ation and tourism. 

Living by Water offers clinics for realtors and elect¬ 
ed officials that help them to better understand the 
values of healthy natural shorelines, and the potential 
impacts of their decisions and points of view. Other 
services include training in conservation marketing 
and homesite assessment, templates for media contact 
and funding applications, a free Shoreline Event and 
Activity Manual, and various communication materi¬ 
als. Living by Water supports the work of other groups 
by promoting initiatives such as the Great Canadian 
Shoreline Cleanup, Canada’s National Rivers Day 
(June 8th, 2003) and the Wonder of Water (WOW- 
www.wonderofwater.ca). 


Freshwater and marine shoreline residents and com¬ 
munity groups can make a difference by bringing into 
focus the importance of a healthy, natural shoreline 
for maintaining water quality, protecting property val¬ 
ues by buffering the shore from erosion and Hooding, 
and providing habitat for fish and other wildlife. This 
protected shoreline is also the best bet for offering 
shoreline visitors the kind of outdoor experiences that 
they’re looking for. 

You can contact the Living by Water Project for 
more information or to purchase books at 250-832- 
7405, shorelincs@jetstream.net, or www.livingbywa- 


Anglican deal 

continued from page 25 

ay” but added that he was “personally committed" 
working with the group to help resolve the ACIP’s 
incems. 

Goodale defended the deal by saying that 
have not yet compensated Natives for such 
aims, but forgot to mention that many cases 
ind lost lifesb' 
in will be 


validate claims, distribute 
compensation and replace 
litigation. 

The ADR process, says 
ACIP member, Maria Jane 
Highway, “is offensive - 
and we want changes 
made.” She added that the 
ADR process requires 


victims if they are to have 
any chance at having their 
claims validated. 

“A lot of our people,” 

forms of abuse and illegal confinement at the p dd< : d t J 1 ® member ’ 

f anH f„„r m,.™* --- Eunice McMahon, 


)ttawa has concluded that it will take about $1.8 
lion to settle the more than 12,000 law suits being 
nched against the federal government by former 
idential school students who claim they suffered 


inds of government and four major church groups. 
ACIP website documents that define the organiza- 
and its purpose, state in part that, “we have had 
residential schools, which tore us from home and 
ppressed our traditions, our languages, our relation- 
ip with the land and the Creator - our very identities, 
it. there have been times 
o. when the 
' e been our best support 
the Canadian society - 
ainst those who coveted 
i land, who would see 
- death of our language 
d culture. We are in this 
tether, and we will con- 
iue to journey together." 

W hether or not the recent 
Id caused by dissenting 
nions and opinions 
tarding the Anglican 
lurch/federal govem- 
tnt agreement will 
; age the ACIP’s position 
t ains to be seen. The 
IP did tell media, how- 
r that they are urging 
tive Anglicans not to 
perate with the altema- 
dispute resolution 
DR I process, which 
Patently is designed to 


have the skills 
interpret it. We are going 
home and we will be telling 


; Premium 
Service to 
Northerners 

NEW ON-LINE STORE 

Shop at: www.patchescomputers.com 

C.O.D.’s and Purchase Orders 
Computer Sales. Accessories. Repairs. Upgrades 

HP EPSON Joysticks. Speaker. 

Ink (New or Refill Cartridges) 
CANON Power Bars. Etc. 

Phone 306-768-3009 

Fax: 306-768-3022 
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LEGEND 


Wesuhkechahk and the Rock 

Collected and illustrated by James Ratt; told by Adam B. Ratt 


Yesuhkechahk and the Rock was provided 
.ac La Ronge Band. Curriculum Resourt 
vho are dedicated to providing quality educ 
esources to all the people of the First Natio 


m, Wesuhkechahk heard Kitchi-usine rolling down the hill. Th 
rashing to the ground under the weight of the rock. Wesuhkechah 
it Kitchi-usine caught up with him. 



fcalahoo 

Saluting *\ 

Native Students 

WHOLESALE MEATS 
and GROCERIES 

Specializing In 

Supplying Hotels. ^ 

1 Meats Ltd. 

& Industrial Camps 

R.R. 1, CALAHOO. AB (780)458-2136 

^Fax: (780) 458-2146 1 -800-567-8371 J 




The Blessings of the 
Risen Lord 
be upon you this 
Easter season! 


Bishop John R. Clarke 



Diocese of Athabasca 

Phone (780) 624-2767 
Anglican Centre 
P.O. Box 6868 

Peace River, Alberta T8S 1S6 
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hair of Wesuhkechahk. Later, the leaves fell as autumn came and covered ^he 
prisoner. 





You'll like us for 

^ more than just our tires! ^ 

Our qualified Mechanics can fix all of your automotive problems. 
Frontend and Wheel Alignments 


Tune-ups and Flushes 
Brakes and Shocks 
Electrical and Computer 
Wheels and Tires 
We pay the GST and offer a Kal Tire credit card. 
Call us Today 


KALtTUX 


4103-49 St., Wetaskiwin 

(780) 352-6057^ 


Happy Easter to all from 
Constance Lake First Nation 
Have a Safe Holiday! 


From ChieF: Arthur Moore 
Councilors & Community Members 
Ron Wesley 
Richard Ferris 
Ken Neegan 
Raymond Stephens 
Mike Fthrington 
Charles Baxter 


r fl I: 





















40 


Alberta Native News April, 2003 





Glass 


310-GLASS The dear choice for am 


vest 


Let's work together to encourage and 
support our youth 

—r /A.R.Williams 

* GROUP OF COMPANIES 


OPERATOR 

SAFETY 

TRAINING 


Sales • Farts • Service • Rentals 


O 

O 

-s 

. * 4-i 

£ ^ 

^ q 


INJURED IN A CAR ACCIDENT? 

... then do not wait, please call 


& Solldtos 

misoim mjuuy lwyeus 




• No fees until you collect 

• Free initial consultation 

• We pay all legal disbursements 

• Home & hospital appointments available 



NABORS DRILLING 

TOM SCHONEBERG 

SALES MANAGER 


Operations Office 

902 - 20th Avenue. Nisku. Alberta T9E 8E8 
Tel: (780) 955-2381 • Fax: (780) 955-7152 

Contracts Office 

Suite 1400, 500 - 4th Ave S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2P 2V6 
Tel: (403) 263-6610 Fax:(403)269-4137 


• Serving Aboriginal communities for over a decade 

• Serving Alberta, The Yukon, NWT, and B.C. 


EDMONTON 
C11ADI & COMPANY 
1901 Scotia 2, Scotia Place 


10060 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5P3R8 
Tel (780) 429-2300 
Fax (780) 441-9876 
ToU Free 180<T379-4778 (In Alberta) 


Jake Chadi 
Ross C. Murray 
Norm Ass iff 
Kandy Hogle 
Patrick Miranda 
Ron Smith 
Dalai Mouallcm 
Scon Pittman 


CALGARY Tara Niexwandl 
CHADI & COMPANY Peter Nicswandt 
1111 Rocky Mountain Plata Erin Ippokuo 
615 Madeod Trail S.E. 

Calgary, Alberta 
T2G 4Y8 
Td (403) 777-1099 
Fax (403) 777-1096 



























